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The following is a narrative account of the contact between the

3d Battalion, 8th Infantry, 4th Infantry Division and an estimated two

North Vietnamese Army battalions from the 209th NVA Regiment, at

YA939913 en the morning of 26 March 1968. Tt is based on interviews

with the following individuals:

L.

Ve

10.

11.

ALT Gary B. Kankel,

Cpt Bebert B Brown, OF , Infantry, CO, D/3-8 , Morgantown,
West Virginia, DEROS L Jan 69, 25 years old, 3 years, 9 mohths
in service. o .

11T Edwin Thomas Osler Jr. , Infantry, lst Plt I1dr, D/3-8,
Arlington, Virginia, DEROS 1 Sep 68, 21 years old, 1 year, 11
months in sefvice. ;

s Artillery, Forward Observer from
C/é~29 Artillery for D/3-8 Infamtry, lLos Gatos, California,
DERCS Oct 68, 25 years old, 2 years time in sefvice.

8P4 Johnny Sweet, US ,K§Quad Leader, 3d Platoon,
D/3-8 Infantry, Poteau, Oklahoma, DEROS Sep 68, 23

years old, 1 year in service.

PFC Lonnie Kirby, US 5 RTO for lst Sgty, D/3-8
Infantry, Orlando, @klahoma, 20 years old, 1 year im service, WIA

PEC Frwing Christoph, Us .- . _» RTO for 2d Platoen, D/B—S
Infantry, Detreit, Michigan, DEROS Wov 68, 1 year in service

PFC Robert McMullen, US 5 RTO for the company commander,
D/3-8 Infentry, Lekebon, Florida, DEROS Nov 68, 20 years
old, 1 year in service,

S58G George D. Kenniston, » Platoon Sgbt, 4th Platoon,
D/3-8 Infantry, Bpping, New Hampshire, DEROS Aug 68,
37 years old, 17 years time in service, 2d RVN tour, WIA.

Cpt Jim D. Moody, » Armor, S3 Air, Waco, Texas, DBROS
17 Jan 69, R4 years old, 2 years, 5 months in service, WIA.

Cpt Robert M Frey, | Battery Commander, C/6~29 Artillery,
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, DEROS 19 Jul 68, 25 years old,
3 years time in service,

1LT Jeffrey R. Forbes, » Artillery, Forward Observer
from G/6-29 Artillery for (/3-8 Infantry, Beverly Farms,
Massachusetts, DEROS Sep 68, 26 years old, 16 months time
in service. ‘ :
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12, SSG James E Bradley, RA , Chief of Firing Battery, C/6-29
Artillery, Rusk, Texas, BEROS 10 Aug 68, 27 years old, 10
years time in service.

13. SGT Wayne N. Olds, US » Chief of section C/6~29 Artillery
Stevens Peint, Wiseensin, DHROS 8 Aug 68, 20 years old, 18
months time in service.

14. SCT Richard C Seanie, US ' , Chief of Section, ©/6~29
Artillery, New York, New York, DEROE 7 kug 68, 20 years
eld, 18 menths in service.

15, SP4 Johm F O'Daniel, US .3 19 years eold, G/6-29 Artillery,
Hendersoen, Kentucky, DEROS 14 Aug 68, 18 monthe im servics.

16. Cpt Nathan A. Lanford, OF v, Commanding Officer Company A,
3-8th Infantry, Hebbs, N.M., DEROS 14 July 68, 27 years eold,
3 years 10 menths in service, ‘
17. ©pt Rebert J. Rebillard, y Fire Suppert Gwrdma’&@r 3
HHB/6~29th Arty, Lawton, Okla s DEROS 1 Jem 69, R6 ysars old,
8 years in service.
The interviews with the first nime A‘individails were ceonducted at
Camp Enarl Base Camp and &b the 7lst Bvacuatien Hesplital in PLEIKV en
27 March; with the next six at the scene of the centact on 28 Eareh;
and with the last twe at DAK TO on 7 April I968; by Captain Peter L Sawin
and First Lieﬁt.eéam Francis W Creel 6‘1“ the 29th Military History Detachment.-

t
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GENERAL SITUATION

Intelligence

Reconnaissance Patrol 14 made contact with a group of NVA and killed

five at YA 848925, It had been discovered earlier that the KVA were

the presence of a large enemy force in the area.

On 18 March documents were captured at YA 835940 which indicated
the presence of the 15th NVA Engineer Battalion, an element of the l1st
NVA Division. Visual reconnaissance and other intelligence confirmed

On 22 March Leng Range

constructing a road from the Cambodian border into the mountains west

of Kentum.

|
l Contacts Preceding the Battlel
|

NVA ROAD NETWORK - MARCH 68

PoLE!? °
KIEN&

21 March. Companies A and D conducted a combat assaull into the

landing zone at YA 939913. Light ‘automatic weapens fire wasr eceived,

resulting in ene US KIk and one US WIA. This lecation was the fire base
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which was the objective of the NVA assault on 26 March.

22 March. Company A patrolled two kilometers to the southwesb.
Company D initiated patrolling actions to the north.§n the ridgeline which
runs to the north. Contact was made ai & point 450 meters from the fire
base wher two NVA got up end began to flee. The patrol fired at them,
probably wounding one. he NVA returned fire, wounding the platoon leader.

The remainder of the company moved up to secure an LZ for evacuation of the

wounded platoon leader. After the evacuation, the company moved to the
original point of contact and again wes taken under fire. Several US were

wounded. These wounded wWere evacuabed and the company pulled back to the fire

base, picked up its rucksacks and moved back up the ridge to establish a

night location.
23 March. Company D moved oub o the arvea of the 22 March contact.
Tlements of the company entered a nym ghaped ambush of 12-13 NVA and

received small arms and automatic weapons fire. Taree US were wounded.

After the wounded were evacuated, the company pulled back and called in
airstrikes, which uncovered nine bunkers. The company again advanced bub
encountered machine gun and Tlamethrower fire. The point man was killed and
four others wounfed. Company G had, in the meantime, moved from the fire
base to Company D's night location. Company D also moved back and a two
company'nighﬁ'location was established.

2), March. Company C led oubt. By slipping down below the western
crest of the ridge, the company was able to bypass the NVA positions
and advance 150-200 meters beyond the point of the previous day's contact.
Company D, staying on top of the ridge, followed up but immediatly came under

spiper fire from NVA in spider holes. One platoon advanced through the NVA
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positions, killing seven ensery and suffering one killed and two wounded.

TITA

Company C, further up the ridse, killed six of 15 NVA who had rushed them

=

from the north. The company also found three NVA killed by the airstrikes.
411 the NVA were well equipped, to include ste€l helmets. Before dark
fell, the companies @githdrSW'to their previous night location.2

25 March. Companies A and B, which had been in the fire base, moved
out to replace Companies C and D. Company B led out and moved forward to
regain the ground Company C had briefly occupied on the previous day. The
unit moved in a three file formabion with a drag platoon providing rear
security. Company & moved down the ridge and secured the night l§cati0n.
At approximately 1600 hours, Companies C and D moved back to the fire base,
with C taking the east and D the west end of the perimeter. The dividing
line for the two companies was 2 north-south 1line through the psrimeter.
The west end of the perimeter, which Company D haé occupied for one night
after the initial assault into the LZ, had seen little improvement in the
msantime. The bunkers were small, shallow and had 1little if any overhead
c'over.3 The company was fatigued after four days of combat, but spent a good
deal of the remaining daylight Improving the bunkérﬁ, after which it enjoyed
its first hot meal in a week. HBach platoon put out a listenings post 25-5C
meters away from the perimeter. Fields of fire had been cleared out to a
distance of 20 weters and the LP's were in the woodline. By 1900 hours
£he company had starbed bedding down, and by 2200 hours everybody but the
security shifts was asleep.

The Battle

Shortly after widnight, the lst FPlatoon listening post reported hearing

movement and voices. Captain Brown, the Company Commander, Company D,

snetructed them to throw their hand grenades, blow their claymore mines

and vetwrn to the perimeter. The LP stayed in the perimeter for 15 minutes
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and then was sent out again. Ten minutes later the LP again heard

movement and voices. Again they threw hand grenades, bub this time

received enemy grenddes in return. Simultaneously, the 3d and 4th

Platoon LP's reported movement in their sectors. After the ILP's returned

to the perimeter, the 1st Platoon Leader, 11T Osler, bo:rowed a 90mm

recoilless rifle and fired two canister rounds in the direction of the

movement. The LP's returned to their posts outside the perimeter, and
things were relatively quiet for a while. The perimeter had been probed the
preceding four nights straight, so Cot Brown was not overly alarmed by the
activity and decided not to order a 100% alert. TFor the same reason and for
the additional reason that the fire base was on the guntarget line from

Polei Kleng, he did not request artillery. In retrospect, he regrets

these decisions, but acknowledges them as entirely his own. Shortly

after 0300 hours, the LP's in the 3d and A4th Platoon sectors again reported

movement., They prepared to blow their claymore mines. At that moment all

trip flares on the northwest side of the perimeter went off and the first of
approximatsly'BO mortar rounds fell into the western side of the perimeter,
accompanied by approximately 20 B-40 rocket rounds‘and several flamethrower

' bursts, aimed primarily at the perimeter bunkers. The 3d and Lth Platoon
IP's blew their claymores and scrambled and low-crawled back into the
perimeter. None of them, susprisingly3 was injured. But a large number

| of NVA were'already ahead of them, assaulting the bunkers with grenades,

’ satchel charges and small arms fire. 4n enemy heavy machine gun raked the
perimeter from the south. The 3d FPlatoon's ieft flank bunker was knocked
out by the initial B-40 and flamethrower assaulb. Three NVA appeared before
a 23 Platoon bunker within seconds after the morter rounds came in, and it
gquickly became apparent that the brunt of the attack was directed agalnst

|
\
that sector. The attack was so sudden and messive that many of the infantrymen,
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shocked out of their sleep and thinking only of the mortars, scrambled into
the bunkers without their weapons and without sufficient ammunition.

Tn Specialist Fourth Class Sweet's bunker in the 3d Platoon sector,
there were only an M-16, an M=79 and a .38 pistol to defend with. The
M1l Jammed. Another M-16 jammed in a 2d Platoon bunker. Host of the
infantrymen had left their cleaning rods with their packs and were unable to
clear the weapons which had failed to eject. Trivate Tirst Class Christoph's
gear was set afire by a flamethrower and a small arms round destroyed the
camera in his pack. Two squad leaders in the 2d Platoon ordered iheir men
back to the artillery parapets and, alone in the bunkers, covered:their
withdrawal. Both were found dead in the morning, one of them lying beside a
dead NVE soldier wearing the squad leader's steél helmet. 385G Voshell, the
23 Platoon leader, made his way to the 1lst Platoor sector and told Lt Osler
the NVA had breached the perimeter. He wanted to know what he should do.
Osler noticed that Voshell did not have his weapon. Be advised him to
withdraw to the first parapet. Osler was unable to refer the decision to
the Company Commander because when he had left his bunker to check his
positions; he had decided to leave behind his radio, not wanbting to be
burdened by it nor wanting to expose his ETO for what he thought would be
a brief sortie out and back. TWhen the 2d FPlatoon pulled back, Lt Osler felt
that, with his right flank exposed, he had no choice but to do likewise
and ordered his men to leapfrog back to the parapets. His radio remained
in the bunker.

The 3d and 4th Platoons held firm. Sweet said his platoon briefly
considered pulling back after its left flank bunker was knosked out,
but decided it would have a better chance if it stayed. Bub the angle

of the terrain in frent of the bunkers was such bhat the men had to rise up

and fire down, exposing themselves, in order to put effective fire down
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the side of the hill, Sweet said that he could see his M-79 rounds
skipping down the side of the hill kicking up dust belore they expleded.
The Lth Platoon had five bunkers, and in the center and slightly te the
front of them a caliber .50 machine gun had been emplaced. By traversing
all the way left, it was able to deliver almest grazing fire along the side
of the hill. When a B-40O rocket hit nearby the men on t..he gun jumped or
were knocked aside, and the gun was temporarily urnmanned while they ehgaged
the enemy infantry and suppressed the B~4D launcher with small arms fire.
The gun was remanned and again put into operation.
When the attack started Cpt Brown left the command post bunker and
attempted to obtain an estimate of the situation from the battexi'y arss.
He discovered that the 2d Platoen bunkers had been everrun and because
he eould not get radio contact with the 3d Platoon assumed that it alse
had been overrun. Despite this, his initial order was for the company
to attempt te reestablish the perimeter and fight from the bunkers.
When it later became apparent that this might not be possible, he
permitted the platoons te withdraw to the parapets at their diserstion. He
also reguested immediate HE support from the artillery and illumination
from the mortars. The battalion requested SPOCKY, which arrived 25 minutes
after requested, but was used only in its illumination capacity initially.
PFC Kirby, the 1lst Sgt's RTO, followed Cpt Brown out of the CP
bunker. He saw the company headquarter's medic, SP5 Michael A. Fay, make
his way to the bunker line with two sandbags full of grenades. Fay,
swarded the Silver Star for heroism the preceding day, attempted to give
treatment to the wounded in the hardest hit bunkers, but was killed during
the subsequent fighting. Kirby was knocked unconscious by the cencussien

from a B-40 round shortly afterwards.
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The infantry on the line who had not beeﬁ separabed from their weapons
put out an intense volume of fire in between dodging the enemy mortars and
rockets. PFC Johnny Ragsdale, the lst Platoon's M~£0 machine gunusr,
expended 10,000 rounds during the contact, much of it during'the initial
onslaught. It Osler credits Ragsdale with killing at least a dozen NVA
snipers. Grenédes, because of the slope up which the NVA assaulted and,
lster, because of the parapels behind which they took cover, became one of
+he most valuable of the weapons organic to the infantry and at times during
the conbact were in critically short supply- Various carrying parties were
formed to effect resupply, nobably the 12 men party organized by the Engineer
Platoon Leader, 1 It Steve Gerlach, The 1st Sergeant of Company‘ﬁ also
organized & party. At one point a 3d Platoon bunker yeiled up to the artillery
for more ammmnition. A box full was nurled over theedge of the parapét and
1anded beside the bunker. The box, containing 1000 rounds of }-16

| ammunition, was retrieved by the personnel in the bunker. The company

commander!s RTO set his radio uwp in a bunker for Cpt Brown and started

carrying ammunition down to the line.

Tt seems apparent that many of the artilleryﬂpersonnel remained in

| their personnel bunkers through the worst part of the attack. But there

| were notable exceptions. Sgt. Scanio, sechbion chief of the base pisce, was
out fighting the fires which threatened to detonate the ammo sbtores shor 1y
after the initial attack. He was aided by FFC Carpenter until Carpenter

| vose up too high and was wounded by a sniper. 5Pl Dennis Smith, on Gun k,
also want out to put ou£ the fires, not even stopping when a.salvo of mowbar
rounds started dropping in. 835G Bradley attempted to leave his bunker
three times and each time was driven back in by mortar rounds impacting

i

|

|

’ nearby. Vhen he finally made it into the parspet, he was still a bib unnerved
|
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by the intensity of the enemy fire and at the prospect of firing at the
enemy with the probability that there were still live Americans in the line
of fire. An enemy grenade landed on top of the ammo bunker, instantly'killing
an infantryman in the parapet and setting Ltw Gerlach on fire. The
1ieutenant crawled across the parapet and into.a bunker, where he died.

The grenade had apparently come from the #5 gun parapet, and SSG Bradley
cautioned his people against throwing grenades back because he wasn't

sure the crew of #5 were dead. One of Scanio's wen brought up an M~&0
machine gun, but again Bradlev told his people notrie.fire. An infantryman
in the parapet asked for the gun and it was given to him. He rai@ed himself
above the parapet and fired a long burst. He came down to reload while
Scanio gave him supporting fire. When he rose to fire again he was hit in
the head by a sniper and killed. This nad an immediate effect on Bradley.
®He had balls enough to get up and try to fight,™ he said, "so I had to do
the best I could to try to help him." With the battery commander, SPL

.

mith, some TOC persomnel and a couple of infentrymen, Rradiey moved cautiocusly

pl

into the #L gun parapet, shifted trails and rived the first round of beehive.
The tide of the battle turned at that moment.

Tess than an hour after the attack started, Cpt Brown decided that
the support of the artillery firing direct fire beehive would be necessary
to repel the VA atbackers. He called Cpt Frey and made the request.
The battery commander refused to comply. In Cpt Brown's words, a "pissing
contest® ensued, with the infantry commander maintaining that his people
in the bunkers were either already dead or fatally wounded, since the NVA
were in possession of the bunkers he wanted to fire at, and with Frey
unwilling Lo accept the responsibility without an order from higher. Brown
appealed to the babttalion commander, who ordered the mission fired. & half

hour had elapsed since the original request.h
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Cpt Jim Moody, the battalion S53-Air, was preparing bto go on shift
when the battle erupted. He went to the Black CF, the forward logistical
point, and monitored the command net to find.but what was going on. Then

he went to the battalion CF. There the battalion commsnder directed him to
take a radio down to the babtery area and try to straighten out the
artillery fires, whick were‘largely ineffective.at the time.5 HMoody was
surprised by the sight the batbtery presented when he came down. "The
artillery bunkers and parapets were inm a mess; 3+ looked like possibly

some of their own shells had gone up." At first, he t ecouldn't seem to

£ind any artillery personnel around.™ Moody brought the first of the

irstrikes in at approximately this time.

Wine kilometers to the east, 155!s were firing in support of the conbach.

14 Kankel, Company D FO, was trying to adjust them in and at the same time
give firing data bo the mortar platoon, which was orizinally given the
mission of providing illuminatién, but also had to try to silence the eneny
movrtars in the valley to the northwest. The 105's on the hill were also
trying to knock them out, pubting out, when the Crews Were not dodging
incoming rounds, a steady volume of HE and WP intb the valley. Sgb Olds
had to roll his gun down to the edge of the parapet and depress the tube

$o obtain the angle of fire he needed. Helfway through the battle the FO
from Company C, Lt Forbes, came down to assist Lt Kankel, since his company
was only in 1igh£ conbact on the east side. They faced some difficult
problems, problems of which the NVA were prcbably aware when they chose thelr
svenue of approach. The Girection of atback phaced the entire fire base
directly under the gun~target line. Further, by choosing the steepest slope
the HVA caused minor errors of adjustment to teiescope into major errors.

e OT line presented the first major problem. Lt Forbes was still on his
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side of the perimeter when 1t happened. "We started taking rounds,®
he said, twhich we.initially thought were B-40 right by our positiom,
and 68 (Company B FO).. told us that the rounds were corresponding Lo the
shots from the 155.%" TForbes called a check-fire, added 400 and started
bringing them back in towards the west edge of the perimeber. Forbes
made his way to Cpt Frey's position shortly after Cun 5 had been retaken,
talked briefly with the battery commander, then carried a request for more
medics to the GO of Company C. Then he started working with 1t Kankel
again, and it was only this late in the battle that even "partial success®
was achieved with the 155 fires. Up to that point it was stray'réunds that
had inflicted the most damage on the enemy. One round landed directly
14 front of one of the bunkers that had been overrun though no one had as
yet deliberately adjusted the fireé in that close. Another round landed
between the FDC and the #3 gun ammo bunker, almost directly in the center of
tho battery arca. A bhird round landed inside the parapet of the #5 gun
after it had been retaken and after Cpt Moody had been woundedf5 mazingly,
no one was killed by this round, although Lt Osler was thrown out of the
parapet by the blasi, landing behind a 55-gallfon drum outside the parapets
An estimated 20 NVA were killed by these stray rounds. SPL O'Daniel expressed
the consénsus: "AL the time I was pretby ﬁad, but the next morning when I
got down the hill and saw what it had done I wes pretty happy, 211 those
gooks laying around.”

Trior to 211 this, after calling in the firet two airstrikes, Cpt
Yoody had finally found the battery commander in gun parapet #L, shortly
after the beehive rounds started going out. uThat beehive had really
shook them up," Moody declared. Mevely the psychological effect of the

beehive was enough for Frey and Moody to feel that they could now retake
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the #5 gun with the motley force they had.assémbled. After firing the

beehives, S3G Bradley had gone back up and rounded up all his ablebodied
artillery people out of the bunkers, and with them, the infantry and the
headguarters personnel they had approximabely 50 men with which +to launch

the counterattack. Ab 0515 hours they reported they were beginning their

agsault. &t O545 hours the gua was retaken.

The gun was found to be unfireable, but it is not known when oOr
by whose fire 1t was damaged; and, as Frey said, "if the NvA would have
taken that howitzer they'undoubﬁedly could have turned it on the rest
of the battery ... and fought thelr way through the battery.™ - Thét they
were unable to do so wWas due largely to the tenacity of its crew, six men
who retreated only-as far as the personnel bunker next to the parapet
and from there kept the NVA from firing the p@lce. In the course of the
batile two grenades exploded inside the bunker, wounding all six men.
nThe next morning," Frey added,, twe found four i\WA in the bunker itself,
one of which & man strangled with his Lare hands when he ran out of
ammunition.”

Cpt Moody had p%iced up a grenadier when hev'came down to the
parapets, and after gun 45 was retaken he began to diredt the grenadier’s
fire against the line bunkers still held by the WVA. The soldier fired
a few pounds, then stopped. Moody turned to give him further instructions.
At that woment an enemy grenade or B-40 round, Moody is not sure which,
impacbed nearky. foody went down screaming, a piece of shrapnel imbedded
in his liver, Despive his wound, he continued to direct the airstrikes.
Ppevious tc this he had directed two airstrikes into Lhe streambed running
northwest, about 300 meters from the perimeter. This, Moody felt, was the

NUA assembly area. The third one he brought in 2 hundred meters closer. The
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o0mm strafing runs were perhaps as close as 50 meters to the perimeter.

The S2 Sergeant had come down to the battery while the NVA were in
possession of the #5 gun and threatening #4. After #l was secured, he went
back up and commandeered an artilleryman from one of the pieces, Specialist

O'Daniel. ™An infantry sergeant,” O'Daniel recalled, "came by and snatched

=

me off the gun, said he needed some help. I wasn't too happy about going, bub
T went down to Gun 5 and he Kind of lost me. When he found ne agaim, he
wanted to drag me down to the perimeter with him, s© I want with him.® HMoody
was there t00. "“There were two NVA in one of the bunkers," he said. "The
82 Sergeant tossed a grenade in and one went down. The other one dashed
out and he shot him down.® O'Daniel also fired at the fleeing NVAfand
thinks he may have helped bring him downe
heecording to Cpt Brown and other witnesses, the NVA at one point
attempted to man the 106mm recoilless rifle on the west end and deliver
fire against the bunkers which had not fallen in the initial onslaught.
Byt the NVA were driven off and the rifle damaged beyond use by a beehive
round. Bub this was only a coincidental effect, for the artillerymeﬁ
hzd not been aware éf the danger and had Just happened to fire a round
‘ in that direction at that particular time.
{ Approximately an hour after the beginning of the attack, Cpt Brown
\
requested reinforcements, and babbolion ordered Company 4 to move from
their night location into the firebase. The company. started moving oub
' bub was almost immediately pinned down by small arms and automatic weapons
| fire. Dnpe soldier was xilled Dy the enc*y.blocking force, and there was little
space on the saddle for maneuvering. o9G Kenniston, Delta Company's Ath

‘ _ Platoon Sergeant, said that he could see the enemy muzzle flashes from his

position, and his men rired at t he flashes in an effort to spring the company
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loose; but the NVA held the Americams down for another hour, despite
Kenniston's belief that his fire did kill a few of the enemy soldiers.?

Once Gun 5 was retaken it was evident that the danger>of being
overrun was past, barring ano;cher human wave assault by the NVA. 35G
Bradley's first beehive round was followed by 13 more in a 30-minute
period. Five more were fired at wider intervals for good msasure. Frey
said that one of the rounds wiped out an entire sapper squad moving up the
side of the hill.

As daylight was breaking, Company 4 managed to maneuver its way

-

into the perimeter on the east side. They stopped a moment to cai(;ch
their breath, then meandered a while, not sure where they were needed.
It Forbes stood up and waved his arm and finally caught their attention.
They joined with Forbes at the battalion CP, and he guided them into
the battery positioms.
From the beleaguered west end's viewpoint, the arrival of Company
&, *"a headlong, John Wayne movie—type charge® in Cpt Brown's description;
-was a glérious sight; and with the rising sun and the flag still waving
on its frail staff above the TOC behind them, the soldiers undoubtedly
gave the surviving defenders an unf@rgettabfe memory.
But the heroics were not over. A chopper pilot bringing in a Class
V sling load aroused Cpt Brown's admiration. MOne of the hottest pilots
T pelieve T've ever seem...he was forced to hover directly over the
\, battalion TOGC. s owie were still receiving incoming B-40 rounds, pofsibly
some morbars, and quite a bit of small arms fire...he was also directly on
the GT line for the artillery," apparently having trouble disengaging his
| 4 sling. "To me,"sald Brown,"it seemed Like 20 minutes that he hovered; I'm
sure it wasn't much more than 30 seconds.” Finally the sling load dropped,

and the pilot flew away unscathed.
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Within 30 minutes Company A had reoccupied the bunker line. Sporadic
enemy fire ccntinued until 0830 hours, then ceased. Artillery and air
continued to pound the suspected escape routes, while the survivors on the

nill began counting their dead and evacuating their wounded.

‘ANALfﬁlﬁt
U8 casuvalties from.this contact were moderate; 19 killed and 31

wounded, 11 of the dead and 21 of the‘éoundeﬁ.from.Gompany"G, which had

a strength of 86 EM and three officers prior to the battle. A breakdwn
of Company D!s casualties by platoon provides an interesting note: the
first platoon suffered no casualties;.the second platoon had.twotkilled
and six wounded; the third platoon had three killed and eight wounded; and
the fourth platoon had six killed and six wounded. As seems so often to
happen in combat, the extent of a unit's casualties is not a proporticnal
indicator of its capacity to fight on, nor of the amount of enemy force
directed against it. The fourth platoon suffered the heaviest casualtles,

bub held; the second platoon wasthysically assaulted the hardest, but

. suffered Tewer casualties notwithstanding. When it is remembered that the

fourth platoon was on the fringe of the assault ﬁave, it is difficult %o
avoid the conclusion that the old Asian-Communist tactie of the humsn=-wave
assault achieved, if only briefly, a measure of success in this contach,
pushing the second platoon back as much by psychological as by physieal
force —- which is the only worthwhile goal of such a costly tactic. And
ultimately the NVA had to write it all off as a total loss and abandon
their inroad when their tactic was gnswered by one even more terrifying:
not 2 wave of screaming soldiers but a wave of flechettes and the shock

wave thrown out by a close-range, direct-fire artillery piece.
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At the end of the battle 135 NVA bodies were found around and inside
the perimeter. DNone of the interviewees seemed willing to make an estimate
of how meny were wounded. But it can be speculated that the number is con-
siderable for the following reason: The contour of the terrain generally
prevented anything like grazing fire from being delivered (excépt for the
caliber .50 machine gun of the fourth platoon), and the consequent heavy
reliance on fragmentation weapons - hand grenades, M???, and beehives ——
increases the likelihood that numerous, non-fatal fragmentation wounds were
sustained by the attackers. The US wounded-to-killed ratio: wes almost
2.7/1, but it im doubbtful that the enemy ratio. was that high, fsr the
following reasons: bthe US first-aid peréonnel, medevac capability and
surgical skills in the rear undoubtedly saved several lives and therefore
pushed up the US ratioce. It is doubtful that the NVA were sble to'mateh that
capability. Furthermore, many of the NVA so badly wounded that they could

not make it back down the side of the hill were no doubt killed by sub-

sequent fires. So an enemy wounded-to-killed ratio . ranging between 1.5/1

~and 2/1 would beem indicated —- 200 to 270 enemy WIA.

As noted in the narrative, airstrikes were delivered against what was
thought to be the NVA assembly area in the valley to the northwest of %he
firebase. An indication of tﬁe effectiveness of the strikes came two days
later when a powerful stench began to rise out of the valley. The dense
foliage, continuing contact and the tacti§31 necessity of first neutralizing
Hill 1198 have so far prevented a sweep of the area, as of 8 April 1968.

The fact that the NVA have also not yet been capable of burying their own
dead is itself a reliable indicator of how severely the enemy was damaged,

since in the past this task has always been hizh on the enemy's list of
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priorities.

RELTARTLITY COF WITNESSES:

Crt Brown and Cpt‘Frey both, quite naturally, seemed anxious to make
the performance of their own people look as goed as possible, and througbut
the interviews there seemed to be a tense undercurrent of animosity between
the infantry and the artillery. Exceptions to this were found in S5G
Bradley's frank admiration of the infantry's courage, and in It Osler's

crediting Cpb Frey with having done en "outsbanding® Job in organizing

his people for the counterattack. On the whole; however, both Brown ard

Frey showed Themselves to be compstent witnesses, discussing the battle
dispassionately with little show of emotion, and displaying, of all the
witnesses, the most comprehensive and organized grasp of detail. Cpt Brown
was probably the more objective of Vhe two, readily admibiing his mistake in™.

not celling a full alert afber movement was reported, and criticizing his own

IP's for having cried wolf so often in the past that their reporits that

‘night could not be evaluated for their credibility. "hnytime they hsar

movement,® he commenbed, “they're going to feel that all the NVA including
Ho Chi Winh is out there.,®™ 7Valid as this observation may be, it set the
stage for Brown's most noticeable lapse from objectivity in his asserticn
that his failure to ecall a full alert did not significantly contribute to
the mumber of casualties his company took. This is doubtful. Cpt Frey, on
the other hand, was conspicuously loyal to his people end sald nothing
eritieal of them, despite the fact that many of them remeined in thei;
Lunkers up to the time SSG Bradley went to round them up for the essaull
on Cun 5, almost two hours after the contact began.

. Osler's frankness is attested to by his admission of error in

getting separated from his radio, and his comments did not seem to be aifected
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by any emotional carryover.

14 Kankel said little except to protest that he knew 1ittle about what

went on.
) @
Sweet, Christoph and McMullen had tendency Lo exa erate, esspecially
5 I .4 v g8 5> est y

Sweet, bul there were o indications of conscious distortion om their part.

Christorh seemed to be the most objective of the three.

Zirby was still under psychiatric care for shell-shock at the time of

the interview, and he almost wept when he recalled the contact. His tesbi-

mony, however, was limited and non-controversial,

The interviewer failed to give his customary spiel aboul the purposes

of the interview when he talked to SS5G Kermiston. Cpt Brown had described
nim as talkative and ebullient, so the interviewer was somewhal puzzled when

14 developed that Kenniston had to be prodded and when the accoultt he gave

turned out to be rosier than, and sometimes in eonflict with, obher teotbimohy.

o The explanation came when Kenniston, after theinterview, asked 1f what

he said would be sent to his hometown newspapers. So Kenniston's re-

|
t ‘ 1iability &s suspect.
| .
Except for his brief foray inbo the #5 cun parapet, Lt Forbes was mostly

. on the fringe of the battle; bub his information concerning the artillery

fires seems accurate and undistorted.

SSG Bradley still seemed to be wnder the influence of an emobional

carryover at the time of the interview, and he became repetitious at times

and. unsure of what he had witnessed. Bub he was asbute enough to dlscern

a pattern in the enemy employment of the flamethrower and the B=4O rocket.

} Sgt. Olds was visibly shaken during his statement, and his strong re-

| action to the contact seemed to have blotted ocut mest of his recall. Tart

l  of his Nervousness was apparently due to his apprehension at speaking into

| 5 tape TEeCOTrdeTs
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pt Robillard was initiaily reluctant to be interviewed, for fear
that his information might damage semebody's career. After he was assured
that the report would be restriected to historical channels, he speke
freely and frankly in the opinion of the interviewer.

The remaining witnesses, Cpt Moody, Cpt Lanford Sgt Seanio and
Specialist O'Daniel, were self—pessesse& and gave, in the opinion of

the interviewer, accurate and reliable information.
v
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FOOTNOTES

As a courtesy and in the interest of obtaining an additional
viewpoint, LTC Malone was given the epportunity to read the draft of
this report. He concurred with the bulk of the report with the exceptions

eontained in footnotes 1,2,3, and 5.

1. LTC Malone denied, as implied bby the events preceding the battle
and as stated, he had heard, by another unit, that his mission was to
seize and secure Hill 1198, "or by God we would lmve been en t@_p of itw.
His mission he said, was to establish a blocking postion and defrelep the
area, not to take Hill 1198.

2. 17C Malone remarked that the reason Company C was unable teo
remain on the ground it briefly occupied on 24 March was the unavailability
of a helicepter to effect resupply.

3. LTC Malone disagreed with the statement that the bunkers on the
west end were in a poor state of preparedness and said that they all had
overhead cover. The interviewer feels he said this toc prevent an
unfavorable reflection on the commander of Company &. In this comnection,
Cpt Brewn in his review of the draft wanted it made clear that his company
had occupied the east end of the perimeter on the first night.

4. Cpt Robillard, the Fire Support Coordinator, later shed additional
light on the dispute between Frey and Brown. The initial mortar assault
had cut the telephone land lines, and a B-40 rocket hit the battery's generatog

$o the only communication between the battery and the battalion TOC was
Cpt Frey's radio, which emitted only a very weak signal and could be
monitored only by Cpt Rebillard. In addition to the madio reports he was

making, Cpt Frey or his RTO would ceme to Robillard's position just
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outside the TOC every half hour or so and éeliver an oral sitrep. Rebillard
in turn kept the battalion commander, LTC Malene, informed of the situation.
After one of Frey's jaunts to the TOC, Col Molone reeeived word from Cpt
Brown that the battery commander had refused te fire the beehive. Aware
that the #5 Gun had fallen, Col Malone told Rebillard to inform Frey that
he, the battalien commander, directed that the beehive be fired. Shortly
afterwards Frey again appeared at Robillard's position, and Robillard
relayed the Colonells order and made it clear to Frey that Brown was the
ground commander on the perimeter and there was to be no further

disputing of his deeisions. Frey left and began prepérations te fire the
beehive.

5. 17C Malone stated that his instructions to Cpt Moody were to
direct the airstrikes and take a radie to the battery and reestablish
commo, not to "straighten out the artildery fires® as the report states.
Ue made this point because he felt the artillery fires were effective and
were going in where he wanted them. Cpt Robillard concurs in this,
pointing out that the first 30 reounds fired were of the classified
smmunition, which because of its wide casualty-preducing radius could not
be brought in clese to the perimeter. It was only after Cpt Brown
requested the use of HE rounds, Robillard states, that an attempt was made
t0 bring the fires in closer.

71 Cpt Lenford said that his company made four separate attempts te
reach the perimeter. On the first try, he got his men up out of their
holes, but they were pinned down before they even got oubside their own
periméfgter. SPOOKY fired in their support fer about 20 minutes, then they
made their second try. This time one of the squad leaders was killed and

Cpt Lanferd had a difficult time keeping his men from running back to their
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heles. Once more he got his men up and once again they were pinned down.
Most of the company was still inside the perimeter at this time. Then the
mortars from the battalion firebase finally found the mnge on the enemy.
After they pounded the enemy for a while, Lanford ordered his men foward
again. They still were reluctant, but Lanford told them they would take
fewef casualbies if they could break out before daylighk. They got up
agein and this time made it in. ZLanford forgot te look at his watch
during all this, but he thinks it was abeut OLOO hre when he was first
alerted to come to the relief of the firebase and about 0530 when he

finally made it in.
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Fire Support 3~8th contact night of 25~26 May 1968

34 Fighter Sorties Spooky
75,700 1lbs/Bombs 40,000 Rnd 7.62
15,000 1bs/Napalm 191 Flares

1,600 Rnds/20mm

Arty 914 Bnds Total
321 Bnds 105mm
549 Rnds 155mm

2}, Bnds 155mm selected (30 rds according to Cpt Rebillard)
30 Rnds 175mm

19 BRnds 105mm Beehive (18 rds according to Cpt Frey)
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P O DENTT AL
=" Division Intérrogation Team
| . th Military Intslligence Petachment
\ . ‘L‘th hf&nti’y'@iviﬁimu_, P O T A
N AP0 96262 B
2 280800 Mar 68 NEDEERNORI EARL DI
) : . Interrogator: FiRiSH
INETVTDUAT, TNTERROGATION TEPORT #14-350 -68° (MACARTHUR) - '~
VP REFERENGE: Vietnam = 13:100,800 ~Sheet 65377 -~ " " v
PiRT I: BACKGROURO INFORMATION & . = .

/ NaME: PHAN VaN BINH ALIaST Nome - -
' RANK/POSITION: PFG/Riflemen R R

UWIT: 3rd Sqd, 1st Flt, 2nd Ca { subordinstion unknown) - - ” o

TOB: 1938 - : RS S

POB: KY SON Villege, NONG CONG District, THANd HOL Province, NVN L

C.PTURE DaTus Capturcd by Ef3/8th Inf, hth Inf Div, at (Ya 939913) .«

During an attack on a firc base on 260700 Mar 68.

PiRT T1: TNFOHIATION OBTATNID
CAGANIZETION .

2nd Go  PLASSIFIED BY. oo lomsmmmmeneaeot i
. Ist Inf Flt fgimm' T8 GEWERAL DECLASSIFICATION -~

Ist Sad . " epREDBLE 0F EXESUTIVE CHBER §1652
%?3 2“3 ’ JUTOMATICALLY DOWNGRAZED AT 749
o YEAR INTERVALS T et

2nd Inf Fl% Y ERLASSIFY, Ot 2L 205
Ith Sqd s

5th Sqd
6th Sad
3rd Inf P1t
"~ 7th Sgd
- "8%th Sqgd
9th Sgd |
Hvy VWpns F1t - '
* 10th YWpns Sod
11th Wpns Sad
Source has no knowledge concerning the present subordination of the
ond Co. Prior to infiltration to SVN, the Znd Co was subdrdinate to the
6th Bn, 30kth NVi Rgt, Military Region 3. Source has no knowledge concern-~
ing the future subordination of the 2nd Co.

STRENGTH o | | B

" The 2nd Co had ‘a totzl stremgth of approX 102 mens The3rd Sqd:had
ninc men, including a SR SET sqd ldr and CFL. asgt sod 1ldr. The st Plﬁv,
28d Co, had a strength of apbrox 29 men, inesluding one xSF plb 1dr. The
10£h and 11th Spns Sgds cach had ‘appréx cight men.” S T

TECL.SSTFIED AFTR 12 YRS
1D PIR 500,10

““G\}gg\ﬂﬁg * _{_ DOWNGR.IED .T 3 YR INTERV.LS
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TOIVIDUAL INTE: OGATION HEPORT #h- 350-68  (MACAR! HUR)

PART IT: INFORMATION OBTAIN:D (Continucd)

BADONS/ EQUIPMENT

The 2nd Co had the fallowing weapons: the 3rd Sqd, 1st Pit, had
7 % SKS carbincs, each with 90 rounds, and 2 X 2K-477 assault rifies, each
with 10Q rounds. The 15t, ®nd and 3rd Flts; 2nd Co, had 1 x RFD LMG per
platoon. The 10th Wpns Sqd had the following: 1 x RPG-=2 &T grenade laEPcher
with threc rounds per weapon; 2 x RPD IMG; and 1 x SGH HMG, The 1ith Wpns
Sgd had the following: 1 x RPG-2 AT launcher with three rounds per Weapon;
and 3 x RPD IMG, In addition; sach man in the 2nd Co was armed W1t@ two
stick type fragmentation grenades. Source has no ¥nowledge of chemical
grenades or munitions, flame throwers or other weapons. The 2nd Co has no
signal cquipment or engineer equipment. . .

PERBONALITIES

The 2nd Co was led by JR LT Cal, the former XO of the 1st Co, 6th Bn,
304th NVi Rght, in NVN. Source stated that JR LT KIN, the former (O, accom=
panicd the 2nd Co during infiltration and later returned_to_NVNYafﬁgn
arrival of the 2nd Co in SVN, Source stated that the remainder of the
ond Go cadre officers remained in NVN and did not accompany the 2ndqu_ wit
dyring infiltration. Source stated that he did not know the names of t@e
¥®, PO and APO: Source stated thatihdiwas confused by all the changes in

the 2nd Co which occurred at the tifiié*of infiltration and that he does
not know the names ‘of any othér personalitics. The st Flt, 2nd Co, platoon
i lcader was aSP BON. i

| KISoION
|
\

Source claimed that the 2nd Co and one unidentified company attacked
2 US landing zone on 26 Mar 68. Source claimed that the attack was ?o?
the primary mission of the 2nd Co. The 2nd Co had the mission of joiming
en unknown larger unit and to prepare for a futuie attack on an unkno?n.
installation. Source claimed to have no knowledge concerning the particie-
pation of other NVi units in the attack at the time of his capture. No
| other information could be obtained from Source concerning the mission of
| the 2nd Co. S

DISPOSITION

Source stated that the 2nd Co had a base camp locabed approx 7km
. or 7hrs walking distance NW of the point of capture. Source could not
i . be map tracked and stated that he travelled at night. The base camp was
located in a valley with a dry stream-bed. &4 small trail crossed the strean
l in the vicinity of the base camp. There were no villages in the arca.
| An unknown numbor of foxholes were dug at the basc camp for protection
from aircraft fire, No further information could be. obtained from Souree
concerning the basc camp location, ' - s
. .

i
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[NDIVIDUAT, TNTE: OGATION RLFORT #lj- 35068  (HACARTHUK)

PLRT TT: TNFO:ATION OBTAINED (Contimued)

SUPPLIES

Sourte stated that food and- ammunition supplies wére adequates
On 25 Mar 68, Source was issued five days supply of rice {approx 31{5?_
and 200gr of dried shrimp, -t the time of his eapture, Source had one
days retion of cocked ricé in his possession. All rations and equipment.
not required for theiattack, was loft at the base camp. :

MRALE

Source claimed that the morale of the men of the 2nd Co was abou‘_f, A
average. Source was unable to provide any further information and elaimed
that he had no understanding of morale. :

TRAINING/TNFILTRATION

Souree was inducted in the NVa on 4 «pr 67 in Hi TAY provi'_m?e: {WN-

From ~pr 67 till May 67, Source had regular infantry basic training in

Bi TLY Province, NVN. From Jun 67 till Dec 67, Source continued basic .
training in HOi BINH Frovinee, Wi, with ‘he 1st Co, 6th Bn, 304th MVa
Egt. The 1st Co was alerted for snfiltration during early Dec 67, ab ‘fhlch

/time Source's platoon was tpanaferred to the 2nd Co, 6th Bn, 30Lth NVA

' Rgt, and was designated as the st Plt. The 2nd Co infiltrated as 2 unit,
with each platoon infiltrating onc day apart. The 2nd Go went from HOA
BINH to QU-NG BINH Province, and entered Laos on approx 1 Feb 68. On approx
20 Feb 68, the 2nd Co entered SUN in KONTUM Province, at an unknown loca—
tion. The 2nd Co continued travelling in a generally E direction. 4pprox
three wesks ago, the 2nd Co underwent an sirstrike by US F-86 fighter
planes firing rockets. Tocation of the airstrike could nov be dc’cermncd_.
The airstrike resulted in one K4 and three WL.. .fter the airstrike, the
snd Co continued travelling along smll tralls until arrival at the base
camp located approx Tkm KW of the point of capture.

HISCLLLANEOUS

Source had a protective mesk with goggles which he never- utilizeds
Source has never boon uxposed to chemical agents and claimed to have no
knowledge of NVi chumical capabilities. Source has never seun Sovieb
steol helmots in SUVW and stated that all members of the 2nd Co wore
OD colored ankle—high sneakers which were issued prior to infiltration.
Source has heard of the 348th Bn in NVN but stated that he knows nothing
more than thut such a unit existed. Source claimed that he never heard

" of the NT-1 NVi Div. Source has heard of the B~3 Front and believed that
the 2nd Co was in some way subordinate to the B-3 Front, Source would
provide no additional information concerning NVa units, munitions, chemical
capabilities, supply caches or personalities.

REMAREDS
Source is a pablent at the 71st Bvac Hospital, PLEIKU, where he
was interrvogateds Sourcé. was-interrogated by an interrogation team from
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INDIVIDUAL INTERROGATION 1.EPOT #4- 35068 ) (MGARTHUR)
REMARES (Contimmed) . 7

G-2, aRYN II Corps, prior to buing inter ogated by the Lth Inf DiY
interrogation team, Source refused to coopurate and contadicted himself
continuosly. Source appeared to be in a semicanscious state througho?t
the initial interrogation in spite of the fact that he suffered a‘s11ght
wound in his right clbow. Source refused to coopérate with the RN
interrogation teem.and was either unable or unwilling to talk to the
interrogator who attempted to continmue the interrogation. It ;S~bGllGVed
that Source was unwilling to provide information and mede every §ffort

to withhold significant information. Further inter ogation of this Source
is not rccommended. Source was classified as a prisoner of war. :

s
o

s, ¢ f o Drtfee o7 AT
" UYAES D. SEYHOUR JR- |
. 11T, ¥I :

“{* Intcrrogation Officer .

¥

DISTRIBUTION
“5G SPECTALY
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Division Interrogablon Teom
th-Hilitary. Intelligence D&tucmﬁ;ﬁt

Lth Infantry U iivision
AP0 96202 ‘
281300 Tar 40
Interrogator: BaUCUL

THDIVILUAL, INTEAROGLTION RM’EORT #)~ 35168 (HRCARTE UR)

+,FS: Victnam 12100,000

SO Nfuvpn voan Thanh
35 Pfe/Rifleman

)2+ Or‘,j:/x, l
GC/ﬂC‘:ﬁ? Linh D

m
itsdin ?

[#7% » II‘L 3

Fuill II:
FRGuNI ZaTION
21hth Regt

7th Bn
: . 1st Co
3 Pits with
2nd Co
Lth Fit
ist, 2nd
5th Flt
Lth, 5th
6th Plt

7th, 8th

3rd Co
3 Fits with

Ject stotes

9th Bn
Subject states

THFC. FATTON OBTATNLD

ohudb 6 EB

: Bs-LCiZGROUi‘E THFOREATION

Teh :fc;d 4th Plt, 2nd Co, 7th Bn, 21hth Regh

uc {(v), Thon Cau (h) Urig Hoa (J), e Tay (F), WWH
bubeCt wes coptured during an NVA ossue 14 against o 3/8
Fire Support Bose on 20 Ler 58 i

in vic Y& 939 9153, ~

3 Sgds in cach it

and 3rd Sgds
and 6th Sods .
and 9th Sgds

3 -Bgdy vach FLE

that Orgen is sipdlar to tho Teh Bn

thet Orgen is similar Bo the 7th Bn

"A”A»”N"A‘ il 3 YEnd _LL‘T.uﬂ\IJ.ALS
L GLaeSSIFIED aFIER 12 YaRS
DOD DIR 5200.10

Page 1
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THFOREATION OBT.INED HLFORT #4-351-68 {1

STRENGTH

tond

wl
&=
T

Tth Sod
6th Pit
2nd Co
7th Bn

Sutiset does not lmow the strength of the other

the 214th Regt
A FOUS

th Sqd

6th Fl1t

2nd Co

7ch Bn

AL UNITION.

Iach CEC
Ench &E-LT7
Fach RFD
Fach E“"L},O

CAELTES

Subject states thot his
.ach being about 10 days wal
itarough Ioos.  Subjoet statos

w2 ! ; i
ER ;L o ] .
SEE L T i

£ LT
;iA.Ci:u. Lrivin

Fyd

10 mom

30 « 32 men
100 - 110 men
300 - 350 mun

b3
[}
Q,
I
G
[

3 X ab-47

6 x TKG _ ;
1 x BRED T

Ho additional wpns

2 x B~40 in addition to the light weapons
in the rest of the Sompanys

Subject doos not know of any other weapons
in the Bn. He states that he has not seen
any Hvy #G. Mortars, Flame Throw.rs, anti-
sirceraft Guns, Trucks or Tanks.

20 rounds
ung

unk .

4 or 7 rounds

urit hes picked ur supplics ot stations

k apart, throughont their infiitration

that the last time his unit pickcd up food

supplics was about 30 days ago and that they picked up en unusuelly large
‘emount of supplics. Subject belicves that this last pick up point was
in Laos but he states thot he cannot be sure. Subject further states that

1

i

e

his wunit haschot Buon rosupplied wish
ving KVH. Subject knows of ne swmn
+food caches’ in-SYN, Lacs or Cambodic. .

any type of ammunition since
¢ - ooldnts, warchouses or ammo/

age 2

o
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SISPQSITICH
fubjoct states that his unit has not visiped any ccmps in SV,
Cembodia or Lsos and has has no comtoct wﬁth any ‘other un_tf Subject
=tates thot he had heard that his unit wes suppbsed to reinforce onother
21 in SVH but he did not hear what Bn or Whera this Bn was supposed to be,

TR TETNG/ TEFILTRATION

fSabjact stated that ho wes drafted into the irmy in Lpril 1967 ond
7.2+ he was essigned to his vresent unit, 2nd Co, Tth Bn, 214th Regt, which
svationed near Henmoi. Subject stoted that he reccived 6 months of
Infgptrv Treining with this unit and his training consisted of
5?:{ on in the following arvas;

(1) Use of the CKC B;fw e and iK-47 Rifle
Training Fire with thesc two riilcs
Militery Ofg“alz ation
Poiitical Training
Field Operations with stress put on physical condition
end the ability to carry hesvy loads ova* loqg distances.

Subject stated that his unit completed their Basic Training in
letbe Dctober 67 and soon thercafi_r they began Infiltration into SV
Subjceet stated that only the 7th Bn of the 214th Regt 1nf11t_wbed
that the 8th and 9th Bos remoined in NVN. Firthor disposition of
the 8th and 9th Bag was unknown. ‘ ) ,ﬁ
Subject stoted that the 7ih Bn followed thé normel infiltration
route, going down through the southern provinces of EVH, crossing ofcr
| hmmg%nmmﬁﬁghWﬁMm'miﬁnﬂvammm%inMMﬂwt%mwTm
bc Kontum province. Subject stated that throughout the infiltratid
/

T

TN NSNS
i\
S S N e

his it crosscd no rivers, only small strerms npt more than 5 or & mctcrs
wide, Subject further stated thri the 7th Bn 434 not cross any highways

1

aftor they. 2oft NVE bus rather they traveled on smell footpaths
through rugged, dense terrain. Subject saw no trucks nor tanks d*rwnc
nfidtration. Subject stated that hisz unit wos not hit with 1rstr1Kcs
ivdng infiltration. : : : : :
Bubject stated that his unit (7th Ba) came into SVN ~bout- i5 zd.
but he statos that he cannot be sure boeaisé no onc told thom that
wore in SVHN, , '
Subjoct stated - that his unit wos troveling on a fairly ne w trail
licn they were fired upoi by US forecs in an outpost. Subjéct. dbscrlbﬂd
shis trail as boing wide enough for 2 or 3 mon to pass abreast an

*

R
[ g composcd of ‘dirt, genérally rumming through dunse jungle arvos.t
|

SUbeCU suu Qd‘thub hlo Br, after being fired on ““Cﬂwd up on

g

gonural, attocie

nhhack..

D -, - 3 3
TG i:U1J:. SG QUTLngE
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¢0 Vu van Co, Opt

X0 Tone, Subject said that the X0 remoined in NN,
PO Hguyen van Son, Cpt

5P0  None, ilso remaincd in HVE

CO PBul si an, st It

Z0 Hone, rcmained in NVE
PO Hone, remsined in NVN
AP0 Ygo Auen Vu, 2nd It

tth Fit
Ldr Bui ven Xa, aspivint

jisst  Hame unk, Subject soid that he was a NUN Montagn-rl.
> J &

7th Sqd EKe. Sgbt, Sqgd Ldr
Hoanh, Cpl, asst Sgd iLdr

SET/aDUITIONLT, TUFORELTICN

1. Subject stated that therc were approximately 15 = 20 H. Viebnamese
Montognords in his Company {o9nd Co. has appx, 100 - 110 men) .

5. Subject stoted that 21l men in the 7th Bn have stoel holmets.

3, Subject stated that all the men in the 7th Bn wore issucd Gas
“iisks (Chinesc type, 2 picce, with the filter clement under the chin) just
‘bifore thoy began infiltration. Subject stated that they received no
srzining in the use of the gns mask other than a brief orientation on how
- wos to bo uscd. Subject knows of no other offensive/docfensive CBR

..uipment or weapconse

L. Subject states thet some of the men in his Bn do wear leather
oobs as opposed to the rubber sondals that most of the men Weale Subject
ssoted that the distribution of thesc lcather boots wWas not limited to
Lic cadro.

has never heard anything about

b
ey
[¢i]

CEYISUHG CROSSROADS. g

5. ©Subject states "that

.:5 mob beoen hit by alrstrikes in

6. Subicct stabed thob hi T
i, Leos, GCumbodie or SVN with Jhe urix

RN sion of tho conbact in which the

Subject was capbureds

7. Subject imows of no HVi/V5 base areas or supply areas in SV
Teos or Cambodin. :

*

€



Reproduced from the Unclessified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives-

D[CU\SbH' [DJ

3,5’4_1_

uﬂ\omy . 4

:3”‘}"*"/\{,5 i /}r

L -

THFORIATION OBTAIN.I RLFORT #4-351-68 (15.G.2

FEL/nDuITION.L IHFORELTION (GONHT)

8. Subject states dhat he has seen no flome thTOWLrs, Hvy KG
wr Mortzrs in his Bn.

—
3

9., Subjcet states that he

as secn no other units or personnel
~sher than persons in the 7th Bn

ince leaving NVN.

UJ

with the 23LSth Bn, Yong Truong 1, The
17hth Regt, 223rd Regt, or the L0th irty

i1 Subject knows of no other unmits in SVN. Loos or Cambodia.

12, -Subi.cct knows of no other plans of his Bu. DSubject stuﬁvd
tnot he hed heard that the 7th Bn. 214th Pegt was to ruinforc
nait din SVN but he does not know where or what unit.

13. Subject status that he hes scen no tanks or trucks in SVJ
“aos or Combodia.

1he Subject states thnt he has ncver seon ~ny Forelgn Natlonals
. s.rving in ony capacity with the HUN army.

This subject has not been overly cooperative althidugh his
injuries, which are only minor,could be thought to limdt his rdsponsce
He has becn thoroughly consistent in #ll his answers, Ia spite of all
ais simple comsistancy I fewl ho is not telling me every thing that he
+xows and apperently he has no intention of tellingidayonc cvcvvthing
norb he knows, a8 far as the information given in this report cnd
.~ .8 consistancy with the b&tulcfluld report I think it is fairly
-.vious thed the subject is blind (He has two good eyes) or he is
Z:finitely commiting an act of ubier provaricotion. Subject was classified
L2 Drisoner of van, :

lSt

T
R

: .':'j. .)__ub \L..LU_Q‘ 5
HAG SPACTALY
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Aentidertdial
Division Interrogation Team
4th Military Intelligénee Detachment
Lth Infantry Divisien
LPQ 96262
0L0830 Aipr 68 ‘
Interrogator: BAUCUM
INDIVIDUAL INTERROGATION REPORT #L- 352-68 {MACARTHUR)
MaP: Vietnom 1:100 ,OOO Shee‘ti 65%3 (TR *:,T;"‘_(';" e
P:RT I: BACKGROUND INFORMATION o
NaME: Banh van ¥ ‘ ‘
RaNT/FOSTTION: - PLe/Riflemen
UNIT#: 2nd Sy WU F1Y, 200° Goy’
B" Thuong Thmh (H) 5 P) ,L‘NVNT' i ;
L1ig ‘m Wh assualt a.gamst a 3/ 8
ire Suppsrt Base- R0 Er 68 A vie YA 9391913 et
: : A -
PART IT: TINFORNHATION OBTAINED =
ORGaNIZATION
320th Div BT
1415t Regh!s HIil*
3 Bns .. s
" L°Cés each Bn
3 Pite each Co with 3 Sqds each Plt
TéEth Reg‘t
3 an st L T o
L Cos each Ba® © .
) ST '3 Plts each‘Cov FoToal
09tk Fegt
‘ 7th Bn B v _
st Lo : -
2 Plts m‘bh 3 Squ eg,ch Plt '
. FETT R r’“ﬁnd FOSELRLT A Y '
. m nl“s ,"3 gPitL: M‘m
.f/ i BI'd CO “‘".}
. 3 Plts,smth 3 Squ euch Plt
Lth Co  Ho ko -
. 3 Plts with“3 Sqds each Pt . e .
8th Bn s
Organization similar ‘b' the 7th Bn
9th Bn
Id Organization smlar t®» the 7th Bn
e DOWNGRADED AT § YisR INTERVALS
| DECL&SSIFIED 4FTER 12 YEaRS
aT DOD_DIR 5200410
NOGRE p R
TUOE QTN LG .
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INFORLATION OBTAINED REPOST #4~352-68 (MaCARTHUR)
QRGANTIZ.TION (CONT)
The following are units subordinaste to the 209th Reghi~-

1éth Slgn 1 Co {BEquipped with telophones and Wire Equlp)
S _ A%k S:,gn@L.CQrﬁ,ﬂlqm‘ppedmi};&mtt radios)
. (18th Enginesr Ce
s x#%ﬁh ransperta‘olon Co
20th Hedical Co

AT I "‘\‘r"\f ¥
S 5

22nd Recon Co
%TJR}:‘I\’G’TH Aid G an
MEN S E
e 30 Vmen\ . !
S OTIEN0TRens BV 2URP RIS
Each Bn <+ U 500 men
The exact menhed®stréngthiof”thec209th Regh was unknown.
The manneds strength for the 320tb D:Lv was unknown.
WEAPONS e '

- Bach™ Sqd=! 2 x hK~L7s, 6 x CKCsy, 1 x RFD
| ' Each Plt 2 X B-40s in addition to above wpns

Each Co-

T %0 the chove wWpnSe
for the Bn, Regt and Div were unknomm.

50 rounds per wpn
100 rounds per wpn
200 rounds per Wpn
_ . Hvy MG 500 rounds per wpn
Qi T LIOK 60mm Mortar 10 rounds per wpn

t ENLISTMERT/TERINING S OF 77T ‘ ‘

| e Subge,cﬁ ?s*ﬁd?wd‘ gt he ws"-dxsafﬁed mt it ‘uhrmy@nd e “joined
: " 5 U r\%) . .

L Sub;g\,et st’a.tud LREY he°~ spent one’»monﬁh ”im
w:.th the 20%}1 Regt recelving basic instructien en militory

_:.4.‘ S W .u\f‘

Faok 60mm Mordars-and A7k Hvy MG in eddition

Gia Imm d:.str:.ct, Hanoi

“fi“ogect. 'e’ta.ﬁe& that the was a.ls@u"processe& int

@
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INFURMATION OBTAINED REPO:T #4-352-68 (ki GARTHUR)
ENLISTL.ENT/TRAINING (CONT)

Subjeect stated that in Mey 67 the 209th Regt moved to Than Cong
homlet, Phu Yen district, Thai Nguyen provmce , NUN for Basic Infantry
Training.

Subject stated that this basm tr@mng consisted of cere and
use of the CKC rifle, use of the hand grenede, militory organigztien,
military tactics (Sgd formatiohs) Pl‘b_fei‘ma:b:_ons, ete), military
operatlions and political traininge. , ¢

Subject stated thet in eurly iﬂiv_t_mber 467 the entire 209th Regh
moved to Hoa Binh province, NVN on’a training eperation. Here they
studzed fthes pmnc:.ples ;6f constructing: trenches, :constructing bunkers,
sei Flng up ambushes yabttacking:landing Zones: cand ;stacticimilitary o

t:.ons.

RRATRY 19'J{‘ION/ AUVTIVITIES 1IN SVN

.3

e 'r; R

Subject stated that en the 5th'day:ef Februury 68 the entire
209tk Regh began infiltration from:Hog Bink province NVNe The cntire
Regt was loaded onto about 40 military trucks (Bach truck carried from
30 to 35 men) and they crossed*tﬁraugh the fcllow1ng areas by truck
during thelr infiltrationy= &

L+ wa. Hoa Binh Prov.;gNVNm’
b. Ninh Binh provsy NVN
¢. Thanh Hoa prova.y NVWun
rreedd Nghe an prove < NVN:o. o
¢, Ha Tinh prov,; NVN
e B, Quang Binh prov., NVH
8. Loes
NPOTOG e DoRIpyoune
Sub;)«.ct stated: 'tms trip. took from 13 10: 15-dayss: Ihe
convoy movedt frors 190041604007 edeh - niightss ndubjecty stx;bed th\t. the
normal speed for the convo;z was 25 o 30 km per hour, Subjoct stated
thotobhe: convoy moved over ro.ds thot were extunswely domaged from
pI'bVlOllS bomblngs. Subject stated that the convoy was hit by 2irstrikes
lrEimes: during Anfiltration’ snd” one or two trucks were completely
gestroyed and: severslitrucks wer@ dam‘aged angd u’nable 1o go on untll
they wers Pepalre@s  JV. 8 BUen [U0 a0l pobd 1oL
Subjeet stated that after: rcuéhlng what he belleved to be
scuthern Loos the 209th Regt left the trucks and marched for 3 days
'*ofmng to 2 location by a sm2ll stream where they dug positions and
resteds USubeet stated that many men were suffering from malaria
o thls timei £8ubjeet istated thaty durrng :Lnf‘ll’cratlona hisg Rug‘t hud
bee:n kno“cm s the Quang: Namt Grotip, £ n o . -
: wSubjeet mtated dhat mften: restlngv.;f“or .
Regt rece:we’d ' erdersi to’ go @hdipick.up suppl:.es. The Rc:g‘t tr:.veled for
'-3 days ina »Westez‘ly dlrectlon com:.ng bo 1@ pluce known as TUC DONG.

‘r”*
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INFOR:ATION OBTAINED REPORT #ly=352-58 (1iaCiRTHUR)
INFILTRATION/ACTIVITILS IN SVN (CONT)

Subjeet stated that each man was given 25 kg of suppl:}.es {Food
supplies enly, aumo, basic loads being brought individually frem NVN).
au’ogect descrlbed the TUC DGNG area as a place in the dense jungle
es with one t0_cadre houses. Subject

did not know hew many treops wcre stutlonediat ‘this installation,
Subject stated that after feaﬂlﬁg the.TOC DONG area the 209th

Regt treveled in an easterly directien for & period estimoted at 5 to
10 dayse Subject stated thnt the Regt moved on & newly censtructed road
thet was apparently constructed for vehicular trafflc. Subaect stated

thet he did noteses’any vehicles om this: roads « Fooss e
-Subject sstated sbhat onbhe 25th: of 1chh*68 the ?th«Bn cf

b

the 26th ;gf-Mogehiand that he was’ WQunded durlng the\assuult‘
subsequently captured.u % . . N

iJ.ID’;.LON 1 s

Subgect stated thot when the 200th Regt left NVN the men were
told that they were going oty a- very-speclal mission but they were.not

told: Whut the~m15310n Wad to be.

st

DISPODITION 5

Subgect Was Very- unkncwledgeablekubout-dlrectlon oft uruvel‘
nd locutlon of cortaimiareasii fherefore it provedcimpossiblke to-
map treck und loc“te posltlons.-

FERQQKALILILD

‘“GOV um, Cpt
¥Q' "Phuong, ist Lt
PO Ri, COpt

;aPO Bac,$ﬁst Bt

Blnh,vnsplraht w ;a SIE
Chinh, 2nd Lt , .

REBAHES o

1

the~ L

209fh Regt received orders to,move offithis: road:: end, attack o US-landlng
Zone neuribys: Bubject‘stated:that the 7th BEn ltunched this uttuCk on
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INFORY ATION OBTAINED REPORT #i=352=68 (MhCaRTHUR)‘
RERARKS (CONT)

Questioning this subject was very difficult, His mind scemed
to wand#r, his responses were often nonsensieal, he continually
begged far his relensc(The Medical personnel found it necessary to
| tie him to his bed, both arms and legs to prevent him from inflicting

self harm) and he occasionaly would burst forth with loud, off key
songs.

He continuclly contradieted himself. 4t times he would refuse
to respond to questions at alls The only way we found to maintein
his interest and responses was to feed him candy between responscs,

Because of thouse difficulties I cannot stute that I think this
informetion to be true or untrus., Certainly indications from other
sources would seem to indicate a strong possibility that this subject
~has given us a basically true stery, Subjec?ﬁus classified a Fil,

X
A

N W % \ X,

ALY NN

N > \\ ;; ‘ A “'}:’\J\‘i o N
SRS AAIeN
Tst™iby M 1

Chief}llntg Section

DISTRIBUTION:
4G SPEGIal.
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E@FO?’JT:ECTVDJ:STJ_LIJ RIEFORT #4-353-68 (FuCiRTHURY

S TR:HGTH
¥EN v ’
" 13th Sqd b men-
7th Fit 25 men
10“(3}1 GO (}J 1}“( n
Gth Bn unk

. J.L "(‘. bf.g . L
7th it ' Mo additional weapens other thon those of
' by'p» mentioned above. ‘
10th Co 2 x50mm Mortars
2 x B-40 RL »

- Heapons strength fo :j the §th Bn, 20th Regt or the 308m Tiv
was not known by this. subjects

&
A
¥

10th -Go

GO Toan, isbt Lt |
XC¢ Chuyun, 4Aspirvant
PO Hai, 1st Lt : . o
The 3 cbove men stayed in, HVY while cadxr re¢ from the south came
to NN to dezd the fComp; ny down. Susgcct dld not remcmber rhe
names of any of thoss ca drs from SVI

‘; 7th Pt Ldr Hog, hspir mt
P 13th 5gd Ldr Tom, Sgb

,_"é U ‘”L;sl.ux.)

Sabgu;t stated that afber I1coving WVE the 10tk Co vicked up rice
5& other food supplies o stotions along The tradl. Subject spated

<1 thes stations were dboub 15 days welkiaposb and fheb most of the
hations consisted of ong or two small hubs with food supplies inslde

:ubgf,ct further shated &LC’LIT; 30 doys pefore they abvbacked the US
outpost the. ?ﬁt‘a Co.:riexed up rlc *:. a stz:nlon described as heving
only onc house @nd one SUN mole, t NCEs
Subject scate’ +thai i . *»n resupplicd with
tnot he knew of no

tion sinco loaving N
¥ htnice) cacﬂes ia Cambod:s_aq Lo03 or oVH.

,
S N VNN P

DI 1 )

pooy aresS, supply bascs or fc“)

e AT

and maybe one small housé with om,; two or thtee Wi soldicrs in rosidences

|
|
|




 the 10th Co, 9th Bn, 20th.Regts

ksnﬂJVd that the entire infil

' the 10th Co was joincd,

striveled through o very

“Foreign Nationals wit "tho NV,,,(T
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