AVDDA.BRAD ' L June 1967

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Actions Report (RCS: MAGY J.3132)

~ THRU Commanding Officer
1§t Bde, 4th Inf Div
ATTN: AVDOA-ERC [;;,«3 S ;
APQO San Francisco 96265 | PG RADED 'JMCLBY'
| ans dfe g /_,l
TO: Commanding General o 2t 7 }"‘/gg ........... -:
Lth Infantry Division g
ATTN: AVUDH-CG e T e e

AP0 San Fgancisco 06262

1.(c) HName or identily and/or type of operation: FRANCIS MARICN
(DUC €O IlI): Search and Destroy Operaticn.

2.(c) Dates of Operation: 260720 May 1967 - 261600 May 1967.
3.(c) Location: PLEL DOC (YA 738311 and YA 738314).
e 4,(c} Command Headqﬁarters: Hezdquarters, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry.

5,(c}) Reporting Officers: Lieutenant Colonel Lynch, 3d Battalion
8th Infantry, Cormander.

6.(c) Task Organization:
3/6 Inf: A 3/8 Inf
B 3/8 Inf
C 3/8 Inf
C 6/29 Arty (105) (DS)
A 5/16 Arty (155SP) (Reinforcing)

7.(c) Supporting forces:

a. ©/6/29 (DS) provided close in and blocking. fires, firing
a total of 410 rounds in support of the operation.

b. A/5/16 (Reinforcing 6/29) provided close-in and blocking
fires, firing a total of 609 rounds in support of the operaticn.,

¢. B/5/16 (General Support Reinforcing 4/42) provided
blocking fires, firing a total of 198 rounds in: support of the operation.

a.” ¢/5/16 (GSR L/42) provided blocking fires and fired 210
rounds in support of the operation,

e. D/5/16 (GS) provided blocking fires and fired 316 rounds
in support of the operation. ,

£. C/1/92 (GSR 6/29) provided blocking fires and fired a tots.
of 243 rounds in support of the operation.
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g. B/6/29 'k&. i [TRFEY ¢ m;ires and fired a total of
94 rounds in support of the operation,

h. A/6/14 (GS 175/8") provided blocking fires and fired 33
rounds in support of the operation.

i. B/6/1l4 (GS 175/8%) provided blocking fires and fired 33
rounds in support of the operation.

Je Artillery fires were effective as blocking and harrassing

fires.

k. Air: One inmediate reguest for air support was forwarded
through the FAC to the Air Force. There were a total of two ALZ sorties
flown and both were directed at a suspected mortar position at coordinates
YA 727321, Results of the strike are unlmown,

1. US Army Aviation: A total of 10 gunship sorties were
flown during the contact. Six sorties were used as an aircap in security
roles and four sorties were utilized in direct support of ground forces
as close~in support, Gunships were requested through Brigade Headquarters
and arrived en station 23 minutes after initial request was suhbinitted.
Continual support was requested and received until gunships ware released
at 261535 May 1967,

8.(c) Intelligence: The *errain in the contact area is primarily
single cancpy on top of ridecs and double cantpy in the draws and sides
of ridges. Beneath the canopy it is generialiy open with saattered hkrush
and trees throughout the area, The brush becoues lesg dense the forther
up it is on the ridge, On the low ground, the undergrowth is very heaw
and thick, with overhead lesves and vines, Tzees are 100 to 150 feet tall.
12 to 30 inches in diameter, Scattered throughout the area are numerous
smaller tress. Fields of fire and observation ~ve Jimited and renstricteqd
to 50 meters at the maximum.

Weather at the time of contact was hot and humid, The: area was
heavily overcast and ground visibility severely limited by fog. There had
been a heavy rain prior to the contact and a light rain fell twice during
the contact,

The enemy was estimated to be possible elements of the 32nd NVA
Regiment which made previous contact with the 1st Bn, 8th Inf, The
enemy unit that was contacted was the 6th Bn 320th or 32nd NVA Regiment
with a total strength between 300 and 500 personnel. The entire battalion
participated in the action.

During the contact the enemy launched six ground attacks in an attempt
to overrun B and C Companies., Some of these attacks were characterized by
eneny armed only with hand grenades, Snipers in trees were employing the
B-40 rocket launcher as an anti~personnel weapon with good results and 82mm
mortars was employed in its conventional role with minimal effectiveness
because of the closeness of contact znd geography of the contact area., Some
of the enemy ground attacks were repelled with hand to hand combat.

The morale and discipline of the NVA was considered high because they
probably believed our troops to be the understrength companies of the 1/8
Inf. They appeared to be well coordinated and disciplined, and well armed.
A variety of uniforms was noticed including complecte khaki uniforms some
khald trousers and grey shirts; some khaki shorts; some black PJ!'s$! some
khaki shirts with black trousers; and some khaki trousers with no shirt and
red headgear.,

Enemy losses in addition to 96 NVA (BC) are estimated at 75-100 enemy
KIA. It is estimated that 100 additional persornel were wounded in the
contact, A total of 275 - 300 were wounded or killed in the 6:h Bn 32ad
Regiment decreasing its combat strength by 60 percent,







