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1.(U) Mame or identify and/or type of operation: FRANCIS MLRION
(DUC CO III): Search and Destroy Operation

2.(U) Dates of Operation: 231155 July 1967 to 231650 July 1967.
3.{U) Location: PIEI YA BO (YA 854200)
4+ (U) Command Headquarters: Headquarters, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry

5¢(U) Reporting Officer: Lieutenant Golonel Thomas P Lynch, CO, 34
Battalion, 8th Infantry '

6.(C) Task Organization (during the actual ;:ontact):

A 3/8 Inf

B 3/8 Inf :

¢ 3/8 Inf -

C /29 Arty (105) (DS) :
A 5/16 Arty (155 SP) (Reinforcing) 7

7.(C} Supporting Foreces:

' . a. G/6/29 Arty (DS) provided close-in fire, firing a total
of 1894 rotnds in support of the operation.
, b, A/5/16 Arty (Reinforcing 6/29 Arty) provided close-in and
blocking fire, firing a total of 1488 rounds in support of the operation.
ce C/5/16 Arty {Gemeral Support Reinforcing) provided close—in,
“blocking and denial fires, firing a total of 1244 rounds in support of
the operation, ' :
d. D/5/16 Arty (General Support Reinforeing) provided close-in,
blocking and donial fires, firing a total of 1047 rougdg in support of -
the operation, UG 70
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. e« A/6/1L Arty (Ceneral Support Reinforeing) provided close-~in
and blocking fires, firing a total of 27 rounds in support of the operation,.
' £+ B/6/14 Arty (Genoral Support) provided closo-in and blocking
fires, firing a total of 596 rounds in support of the operation,
‘ g« C/6/14 Arty (General Support) provided close-in and blocking
fires, firing a tolal of 31 rounds in support of the operation,
he B/4/42 Arty (DS 1/12 Inf) provided close~-in, blocking and
donial fires, firing a ftotal of 361 rounds in support of the operation.
i+ Artillery fires were offective as blocking, harrassing and
donial fires. During the contact and the night immediately following the
contact, a total of 6688 rounds of artillery were fired.
Jo Air: BRequests for immediate and contimious air support were
forwarded through the FAC to the Air Force. There were a total of 12 F-100
sorties flown during the actual period of engagement, Three of these were
directed at troops in the open at corrdinate YA 855185, Ten NVA KIA were
found in that vicinity during the subsequent sweepy however, it is -
undetermined as to whetlier they had boen killed by artillcry or air strikes,
Five sorties were directed at troops in the open at coordinate YA 855190;
twenty NVA XIA wore found in that area. Two sorties wore dirocted at an
enemy escape route at coofdinates YA 84318/; rosults of those sorties are
undotermined. An cnemy base camp at coordinate YA 865185 was struck by 2
sorties; 21 NVA KJA were found in that vieinity. During the ensuing night,
two combr* «RYSpots were flown as part of the denial effort. One sortic
wne clown by an F~100 and was dirccted at coordinato YA 879201; the other
“sortie was flown by a B-~57 and was directed at coordinate YA 887177. Results
of the skyspots are unknown,
ke US Army Aviation:
(1) Gunship support was provided by D Troop, lst Squadron,
10th Cavalry and the Asseult Platoon of the 119th Aviation Company, 524
Aviation Battalion. Throughout the contact a minimm of one pair of gunships
remalned on station immediately responsive to the requirements of the battalion
- commandsr,

-

(2) Lift support for the displacement of the reconnaissance
platoon and 4/3/8 Infantry was provided by the 189th Aviation Co and the
119%h Aviation Company of the 524 Aviation Battalion and by olc:cents of tho
4th Aviation Battalion, '

8.(C) Intelligence: _

8. The terrain in the contact area is primarily single canopy
with thick underbrush and secondary growth., The trees are about 50 foet tall
and from 12-20 inches in diamoter, Fields of fire aro limited to about
30-50 moters except in the arec of the G Co GP s Yicinity conrlindte Y2854199, In
this area fields of fire rum up to 75 meters in the gouth, 300 moters in the
north and east, and are unlimited in the west,

b, Weather at the time of the contact was hot and clear, Visi-
bility was unlimited. During the night it was partly cloudy with light
scattered showors. '

¢+ The enemy units involved included the 4th, 5th and 6th
battalions of the 324 NVA Regiment, lements from all three battalions
participated in the attack, Emmy strength of the combined forco is esti-
mated at between 1000 and 1200 porsonnel.,

de The chneny weg hoatily armed with AK 47's, RPD light mnchine
guns and B4O rockets. RPG-7's were also used., 82rm and 60mm mortar fire was
employed against C Company CP with negligible results due to rapic suppression
by friendly artillery fire and alrstrikes. One 2mm mortar was seen destroyed
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" by artillery fire, another t{iq Hater tc‘fiu;lii
:been abandoned by the withdriwing enemy,
ce The morale and discipline of the NVA was dongidered high.,  They

worc woll armed. Thelr uniforms werc of khaki and included both short .and

long trousers. HNo distinetion could be made or conclusions drawvn as to who
wore long or short trousers. Thore wore some black PJ's worn under the

khakis and a few of tho cnemy wore a mixture of black PJ's and khakis, Head~

gear included cloth bush hats, pith helncta . and woven bamboo with plastic

coverings,

-{;g‘( [y
&éd‘%?“ground forces where it had

f+ Enomy losses in addition to 184 NVA KIA (BC) are estimated
at 150-200 KI4, 200~250 WIA for a total of 53/4-63/ NVA casualties in the 324
NVA Regiment, theroby decreasing its combat gtrength by morc than 50%.
Additionally, 10 POW's were captured. B :

9.(C) Mission: 3/8 Infantry to estahlish a fire support base vicinity
coordinates YA 891252 and conduct S & D operations and maintain . surveiliance
in assigned A0,

10.(C) Concept of Oerations: 3/8 Infantry-established its fire
support base at YA 891252 on 1/ July 1957. B and C Companies then moved by
foot from the fire support base to ths western sector of the battalicn’s AO,
The fire support base was iritially secured by the recomnaissanco platoon,
mortar platoon and artillery personnel. A Company, OPCON to 1/12 Infantry
on 14 July, rcturmed to OPCON 3/¢ Infantry on 166600 July 1967 and closed
into the firo support base to assume tho security missiorn and scrve as
battalion roserve,

11,{C) Execution:
as Events prior to the contact:

(1) The mission of B & G Companiocs for 23 July 1907 was to
patrol from established company bases vicinity coordinate YA 853199 (B Co) and
YA 856197 (C Co)e A Co, located at the battalion's firo base was in roserve.
Purther guidance concerning the mission was disseminated by the following
pertinent mossages. : '

221715 July: Advised B and C Companics of possible NVA
activity to the south and west of their location (based upon intelligence of
a "Snoopy" aircraft).

221923 July: B and C Companies were notified to hold their
pPatrols on the 23d until notificd by the battalion CO.

230700 July: B and C Companics were directod to initiate
reconnaissance patrolling when ready,

' (2} At 230905 July, thrce reconnaissance patrols departed
B Co CP and procceded nortly, northwest and southwest, At the same time, threo
patrols of C Co departed the company CP and patrolled to the southwost and
south. The disposition of B and ¢ company at the time of the initial contact
(231155 July) is as indicated in inclosure 1.
b. Evonts during the contsct: The following is a chronological
sequonce of events which occurred during the poriod of the contact.,

231150 July: 3d Platoon, returning to the C Company CP from
the south observed 2 NVA to the platoon's nerth vieinity coordinates YA 855190,
The platoon irmediately pursued while the company cormander direcctod the lst
Platoon to maneuver to a blocking position. At the samo time the 2d Platoon
Was returning to the company CP, : '

' 231155 July: The platoon leader of 3d Platoon, Company C
Jeported that the platoon was cut off and surrounded. The company cormander
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ordered the 1st Platoon to the relief of the 5& Platoon; howover thoe lst
Platoon care under intensive small arms and mortar fire and was pimnod down,
precluding the directed relief. At this time the C Corpany Commander ordered
the 2d Platoon, now some 800 meters southwest of the corpany porimeter to hold
in place.

: 231205 July: B Company was directed to regroup and be pre-—
pared te assist C Company,

231206 July: The first immediate air arrived on station armed
with 20mm cannon only, having delivered its bomb loed prior to the contact in
another area. Tho a.ircraft ‘stayed on station at the contact area to cover
with the 20mm cannon,

: 231207 July C Company's 3d Platoon Leader reported his
platoon sergeant and RTO had been killed. Immediately thereafter all corrmuni-
cation with tlie platoon was lost,

: 231216 July: C Company CP received 7-8 rounds of 82mm mortar
fire, Simultaneously, one NVA was captured at the C Corpany CP location.

' 231220 July: B Company was directed to linkup with € Company.

231225 July: B Company received automatic weapons fire from

the southeast. '

231230 July: B Corpony =iarted nmoving toward C Company CP.

231235 July.: The fixzit svound atback was initiated against
C Company's CP, At this tire the gunships were oxdered in to fire seuth of €
Corpany's CP, The ground attack veoe repc.il,d by a combination of close combat,
artillery and gunship fire and tha cnemy withdras sou"h/uouthwest

231237 Jely: B Compony started recelving mortar and srnll arms
woapons fire, temporarily pinning the unit doumg howeve,r, it was ordered to
contimie moving and effect its link-up with C Company .'SiP. The company
started —oving again. _

231240 July: A second ground attack was initiated against the
C Company CP. Again the NVA were repelled by close corbat, artillery and
gunship fires, Reinforcerents arriving from B Company contributed to re-
pelling the cnony durday this attoeks

231245 July'- B Company effected 1ts l:.nk-up with C Gompany.
The. flrst fully loaded Air Force aircraft arrived mn the scene. -

S 23125/ July: B Company counterattscked southeast and south :
from the C Ccmpany perineter. Corpany €, 3d Battalion, 12th Infantry was
placed on standby alert for cormitiment to the. 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry, in
event A Company, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry was cormitted to the battle.

' 231306 July: B Company, swceping south and southeast contimued
to recaive sporadic . smll arms fire. :

231320 July: An airstrike was expcuted agalnst eneny in the
open at coordinates YA 855185,

231340 July: An airstrike was executed against enemy troops
in open at coordinates YA 855190,

231350 July: B Troop. lst Squadron, 10th C‘.valry was placad
OPCON to 3/8 Infantry and directed to move to the contact area.

231417 July: B Company, 2d Battalion, 8th Inlantry(Mech) was
placed OPCON to 3/8 Infantry and directed to move to the contact arcae

231445 July: A Company, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry was air-
lifted into the battle area., Lift torminated at 231510,

231445 Fuly: An airstrike was executed against enomy troops
in the open at coordinates YA 855190,

231500 July: GO, 3d Battallon, 8th Infantry ordered B and C
Companics to sweep the area, then dig in and remain in the. bat‘ble area over-

hight,.
231527 July: A tank from B Ty % %W?df‘om, }Othﬁcqva;l.}:'yw
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hit a mine at coordinates YA 857230f.%ec _Bg?aﬂiﬁ"’h“dﬁihg*the progress of the
troop closing on the contact area.

231527 July: 24 Platoon, Company C, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry
linked up with tle remainder of the 3d Platoon of € Corpany. A4t this time
it was verified that both the platoon leader and platoon sergoant of the 3d
Platoon had been killed, '

231530 July: Cornpany B, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry closed with
C Company's 2d and 3d Platoons. Gonpany A was directed to move to vicinity
coordinates YA 854195 at this time.

231538 July: B Troop, lst Squadron, 10 Cavalry contimwed to
move to the area of contact. Reconnaissance Platoon, 34 Battalion, 8th Infantry
prepared to move to secure the mined tank of B/1/10 Cavalry which was left in
place with a platoon of the cavalry troope -

231615 July: Company B, 2d Battalion, 8th Infantry became
OPCON to 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry and was directed to establish a blocking
position vicinity coordinates YA 839188,

231630 July: An airstrike was placed against a suspected
enemy base camp vicinity YA 865185, (Aroa was later confirmed as a base camp
and 22 NVA KIA were found at that locsticr).

231645 July: Recomns’:zsniie Platoon, 34 Battalion, 8th Infantry
wag airlifted to the location of thre tank, Simltancously, the last 1ift
of Corpany C, 3d Battalion, 12Uh 'riuntiy srrived at the buttalion fire support
base to provide necessary secixilty, ”‘h > 1ifts verd both completedd at 231650,

¢, Events which ozourad +hbe contacts

23Y740 Julj s E,ufln iewaL =y iinked up with Company A, 3d
Battalion, 8th Infantry at :oriinate YA £€50198, Then both units moved to
YA 853198 and established o night location. C Company remainsd at its
established company CP throughout the night.

231830 July: Onc platoon was detached from B/1/10 Cavalry and
attaclied to Company C.

231900 July: B Coupany closed its night location vicinity

YA 857224, : _
, 231930 Jyiy: B/2/8 Infantry(Mech) closed into night location
vieinity YA 839188,

Throughc.. ha iz r',lr_u?diate?y' T 21owing the contact, H & I
artillery fires and blozking Plror coniivaod te & 17 red into the contact arca
at a high rate. These fircs wnon conerelied bJ tha artillery LNO, on location,
in the contact srea. Comoany ! s wivrmmd to the batialion flm base on
24, July. For several davs followiag ihc oontact, S & D operations were
contimed hy 4 Co, B Co, E/1/10 Cavelry cnd ._1/2/ Tafantrv(Méch) in an offort
to regain contac't vith the enemy and fu rrmr to accorplish a thorough pollce
of the battlaficld, including the bur,wig of-cuciy dedd and recovery of enery
weapons.

12,(C} Results:

a. Enemy losses: 184 VA KIA (BC), 8 MVA WIA (POW), 2 NVA POW
uninjured, 31 AK 47, 9 RPD, 11 SKS, 7 B0, 2 RPG-7; 2 82m Mortar, 1 P=38
Pistol, 1 Soviet Carbine (53), 79 hand grenades, 10 anti-tank gremdes, 28
B=40 rockets, 10 RPG-7 rockets, 9 82mum mortar rounds, 1 Bangalore Torpedo, 2
satchel charges, 15 82mm mortar fuzes, 1 FM Radio complete with hand and heal
set, 13,720 rounds small arms armunition, 60 cantcens with cover, 40 ponchos,
30 armunition packs, 35 packs, 42 hammocks, 17 helmets, 1i mile wire, 15
blocks TNT, 23 ald packets, 67 cntrenching tools, 78 magazines and “ssorted
individual cloth:mg.




,a,'}',;fé G Go, 1 6/29 Arty, 1 Bq
‘ 16/29Art")) 16:WIA not evacmate

1.6}  Bpacial Bawipmonti Nono

15.(C) Commander's analysis: There were no civil affairs activities
conducted.

16. Recormendation: Containod in lessons loamed.

17. Lesgons Leamed: - | ‘attachad 1esson leamed fm‘nats.

f—: THQMAS P LINCH-,

. LTG, .- nrmor
' Comnandlng
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Actions Report (RCS: MACV J-3132)

11 Incl-

1. Terrain Sketch - Contact Area

2., Combat Lesson Iearned - Conduct Training in Foreign Weapons

3. Combat Lesson Leamed - When patrolling from a company base, leave
claymore mines employed around the base,

4e Combat Iesson Learned - Units should carry a "heavy" basic load of
small armg ammmnition for individual and crew served weapons whils conducting
"5 & D operations,

5+ Combat Lesson Learned — Small units which are separated from their
parent unit should change to the battalion frequency to facilitate the most
effective cormmand and control, '

6. Combat Iesson Iearned ~ Insure that a separate supply of small arms
arzmnition, claymores and grenades is on hand on the fire support base
perim ter, : :

7. Corbat Issson Learnod — A requirerent exists for a conecealable radio
an‘benna.

8. Combat Iesson Learned - Overhead cover in open areas should be either
of a very low silouhette or not utilized.

9. Combat Lesson learned - Considerable evidence exists that NVA reserve
¢lemonts normally follow from 1570-2000 reters behind their main attacking
force.

10, Combat Iesson Learned - It is essential that a sweep be rmade in depth,
immediately after a contact, to determine with validity the number of cnenmy
dead and to capture those enemy wounded still in the battle area.

11. Conbat Iesson Learned - Adjustrent of close-in artillery fires from
200-400 reters from the perimcter edge is to be accormlished by the artllery
¥O on the ground. A1l other fires including blocking, TAC Air, and gun-
ships should be controlled by the battalion cormander,
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. le Combat lesson Learned: Condd ?'__ié;1weapons.
Ttem: Employment of fallen enemy weapons against the eneny.

Discussion: During the contact, some personnel of B and C Companies were
forced to use available NVA weapons due to damage to thélr own weapons,

Observation: MNVA weapons were used effectively by friendly forces against
the NVA, ‘ '

2. Supporting Facts: 7
- @ Source of information: Company Cormanders, 34 Bn, 8th Inf,
- b, Unit: B andC Companies, 3d Bn 8th Inf,

c. Activity being conducted: Contact with estimated. NVA Regivent while
on 8 & D mission, : :

d. Date: 23 July 1967.
e« Location: YA854197
£. Weather: Hot and clear with unlimlted visibility,
g« Enemy: Type: NVA.
Estimated strength: Regiment,

Disposition: Above ground, moving.

h, How contact was made: The third platoon of Company C, 3d Bn, 8th Inf
initiated contact by engaging an NVA security elemont,

1. Time of initial contact: 1155 hours.

j+ length of tire in contact: 'Lrhours, 55_minutes}

ke How contact was broken: NVA broke contact by withdrawing to the south.

1. Summary of events fron which the combat lesson learned is drawn: .
Because of the intense contact and close combat of the action, some individuals
wewe forced to utilize enemy weapons after their individual weapons were damaged,
Due to prior familiarization with eneny weapons the infantrymen were able to

effectively use the NVA weapons, Weapons employed included the AX-47, the SKS
and the RPD light machine gun, Knowledge of these weapons undoubtedly reduced

frierdly casualties and increased enomy casualties.

Inclééuxe g'

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY




t. LOmMhaT [eSSons learned:
" ‘claymores cmployed around the bas

Tten: Employment of claymore mines around a company patrol base.

Discussion: During the contact, Company = &Lt miy C wlr wors’
tporating as natrol bases roiclled roie-ted groimd ettncks agoinst tloir peri~
mters, Iploced cloymwro ndncs contributed to repelling the enemy.

Observation: Correctly employed claymore mines wers very effective
against enemy rround attacks in relatively open areas,

2. Supporting Facts:
a. Source of Information: Company Cormanders, 3d Bn, 8th Inf.
b, Unit: B and C Companies, 3d Bn, 8th Inf, |

_ ce Activity being conducted: Contact with estimated NVA Regiment
while on S & D mission. Specifically, defensc of a company patrol base was
boing conducted which contributed this lesson learmed.

d. Date: 23 July 1967
e, Location: YA854197.
f. Weather: Hot and clear with unlimited visibility.

g+ Enomy: Type: NVA.
Estimated Strength: Regiment:
Disposition: Attacking -across open terrain,

h. How contact was made: The third platoon of Company C, 3d Bn, &th
Inf initiated contact while patrolling. The enemy force then continued the
contact by attacking the company patrol base.

i. Tire of initial contact: 1155 hours.
j« length of time in contact: 4 hours, 55 minutes.

k. How contact was broken: MNVA broke contact by withdrawing to the
south.

1. Sumary of events from which the combat lesson learned is drawn:
Company C, 3d Bn, 8th Infantry had left their claymores emplaced priocr to the
contact. Consequently, the platoon securing the company base was able to
sustain its defense and repel ground attacks from a numerically superior enemy
force until reinforced by Company B. The devastating effect of the emplaced
claymores and their instant availability contributed significantly to repelling
those attacks., It is highly desirable therefore, when operating from a company
base, to loave claymores in piace daily and change their positions just prior
to darkness,
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