DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

HE :DOU/RTERS
3RD BATTALION gTH INFANTRY
LPQ US Forces 96265
LVDDu-BR:.D-1 71 Anril 1968

SUBJECT: Combet Operations After Action Report (ROS: MACLY J-3 ;13_9}

TO: Commanding Goneral SR
4th Infantry Division =
ATTN: LVDDH..CG
&PO US Forces 94262

1. (U) TIPE OF OPER.TION: Defense of the 3d Battalion Ath Infe .
antry Fire Support Base and related offensive onerations, L

2. (U) DATES OF OPERATION: 51 ¥arch 1968 to o April 1968

3. (U) LOCATION: Y4 930913 :

h. (U) COIIAND 4AND CONTROL HE:..DCUARTERS Headourrters, 3d Ratte
alion Ath Infantry, Ath Infantry Division, under the onerstional -
control of the 173d Infantry Brigade, (Abn) (Separate) until i
301900 Harch 1968 and subseauently under the operational control

of Heedouarters, 3d Brigade, Ath Infontry Division, :

5. (U) REPORTING OFFICER: ~LTC DM, MALONE, Commanding Officer,
3d Battrlion 8th Infantry, Lth Infentry Division. :

6. (U) ThSK ORGANIZ:TION:

aa HO,‘ 3(’1 Fn 8th Inf

b: Company "4", 3d Pn 8th Inf

c. Company "B", 34 Pn 8th Inf

d. Company "C", 3d Un #th Inf

e, Company "D", 3d Pn Ath Inf

£, Company "T", 3d Pn #th Inf

g. 2d Platoon, Company "A", Lth Tngr Pn o

h. Btry "C", é6th Bn, »9%th Arty (D%) 3

i. After 260715 March 1968 task organization included: o
(1) Company "P" 1st Rn #th Inf ,
(2) Company "D", 1st Pn Rth Inf

7. (U) SUPPORTING FORCES: KR
~a, e Battery, 1lst Bn 92nd Arty (GSR), This element is a 185...

mm towed unit, "C" Battery exnended annroximately 2000 rounds of «

ammunition in supnort of 3/8 onerations, 571 of the stouve totad
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were fired in defense of the Fire Support Pase; The suprort rendered

by this battery wes excellent. Fires deliverad during the defense of
the Fire Support Pase ware extremely resnonsive, timely, and sccurate.
During the attack on the perimeter the batierv nrovided close in defense
Tires., As the NVA began to break cont=ct and withdraw, these firas

were shifted to block withdrawal routes and interdict susnacted rally
points. In the later stages of the contact, 1X5mm COFRAM wag rlso
fired into the suspected NVA assemblv areas northwast of the Tire “upnort
Base,

b, D" Btry, 5th Pn 22nd Artv (G8): This 2 inch ™try exnended |
approximately 500 rounds of ammunition in supnort of onerations, The
principal use of these fires was against known enamy bunkared vositions
in a destruction role. During the NVA attack on the Tire Funnert Pase,
46 rounds weras exmanded on Hill 1192 North of the Fire “uonort Rase aw
g suppressive nessure,

c. "A" Btry, 3d Pn 319th Arty: Other than the direct sunvort Pirv
of the 3/8 Infantry this Btry vrovided the onlv other 10Smm fires for
operations, ™"A" Btry exnended ammroxdmatelv 500 rounds of ammunition
in support of op~rstions. This Ftry departed the onerational area on
30 fipril 1968 and was renmlaced by "A" Ptry, 2nd ®n Sh Arty on 30 fnril
1968, The defensive fires nrovided by "A" PEry, “nd Fn 31%h ‘rtv were
delivered by the hirh angle technique and were along the northern adee
of the perimeter., Gun-target line restrictions did hamper the use of

the Btry.
d. "A™ Btry, ond Bn 9th Arty: This Ptry was not introduced into
the area until 30 April 1968 when it rvenlaced "AM Ptrv, 3d Pn 31%th

hrty. The Btry expended annroximately 500 rounds in sunnort of offen=-
sive onerations and counter-mortazr fires.

8. AC-47 Gun and T1lumination Aircraft (Spooky): "Spooky" pro-
vided close in protective fires and illumination along the Northwest,
West, and Southern sactions of the perimeter, At times, airstrike-
headings and gun-target lines interferred with the relesse of flares
to allow for constant illuminstion. The NVA elements took advantage
of this problem and increased fire and manuaver during the darkness.
‘To overcome this, organic Rlmm mortars wvere used to fire the gape bo=
tween airborne releasad flares.

f. AC-A7 Illumination Aireraft (Moonglow): This alrecraft nroe
vided continuous illumination after the demarture of ¥ Spooky., Alw
though the aircraft did not have 7.6 minieun cavability, the illum-
ination was adecuate.

' g. 7/13th “ir Force: The total on~ration was suvmorted hv 43
airstrikes. 14 airstrikes ware flown in sumnort of the Fire fumnport
Base defense and 5 of the 14 were flown under conditions of reduced
visability, using artifical illumination from "Spooky” and "“oonglow”,
The remaining strikes were flown in sunport of offenaive onarstions
and against known NV. occunied positions. The Pn recuested 1K combat -, -
sky spots and received R, These missions wera flown arainst susnmcte .
ed NVi assembly and base areas. A1l air reauests were immediate
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and reaction time variad considerablv. The reaction to trooms in con-
tact was approximately 30 minutes, Strikes requested to vreverly nre-
pare objectives were as much as 5 hours late, OF svacial note is the
close and continuous sunport received during the defense of the Firas
Support Base, The strikes were delivered 200=300 meters West of the
perimeter under very marginal westher conditions., 7The forward air
controllars and pilots desarve svecifie mention for the outstanding
suoport rendered under extremely adverse conditions.,

h, "C" Btry, 6th Bn 2%th Arty: This Btry fired sworoximately
1500 rounds of ammunition. The majority of the ammunition was exe=
pended in support of offensive operations and took the form of off-
ensive preparations and cuppressive fires; In defense of the Fire
Support Base the Btry Fired anproximately 30 rounds of "Beehive™
ammunition. The Btry delivered point blank direet fire into the
attacking NVA elements. One gun of the Ftry wes overrun by the NVA,
but later retaken in a counterattack conducted by Pn H" personnel and
artillerymen. The Btry continued to deliver fire with at least two
guns throughout tha defense, even though firing wes in nrogress within
the gun parapets.

i. General corments, subnorting forces: All suvrorting elements
delivered outstanding support. Artillerv fires were dalivered effectw
ively and were immediately resmonsive to the sunrort units' needs,

The marginal weather confiitions and lack of sufficient illumination
was seemingly ignored by nilots and lorward air controllers as thev
delivered ordnance to within 200 meters of the parimeter, The three
resupply and numerous dustoff sorties flown after first light were
highly commendable, The resupnly and medical evacuation were made
under extremely intense small arms, mortar, and rocket fire, The
helicopter pilots were patient and made every effort to meet every
need of the troops in the contact,

8. (U) INTELLIGENCE: _
a. The area of operations: Terrain in the area of onerations wak
typical of the Central Highlands. Vegatation was dense, and double
and triple canopy jungle was common. Water was abundant in gulleys and
springs are found freguently. "eather was warm and humid with no rain.
Early morning fog and haze reduced visability to 1/7 to 2km and haze
persisted throughout the period.
b, Intelligence prior to onerations: The only intelligence availe
able to this unit prior to the NVi attack on the Fire Sunport Pase
were SPAR and Radio Research Revorts. The sources of informstion wers
the 173d fbn Bde and the Polie Klieng Special Forces Camp, Plots of
this information revealed a West to Tast enemy movement mattern through
the Battalion 40, No indications of attack were given; however, fresh
trails, bunker complexes, and a net of communications wiras wars found
within hours after the initial combat assault and indiceted the presence
of one NV/ battalion North of the Fire Surport Rase and another NVA -
battalion South of the Fira Sumport Rase,
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