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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY _
HEADQUARTERS LTH INFANTRY DIVISION
N APOD San Francisco 96262

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report
i (RCS: MACY J3-J2)

_ THRU: Coumanding General
. IFFCRCEY
APO 96350

TO: ~ Commander '
United States Army Vietnam
1 ATTN: G3
APQ US Foxces 90875

AVDDH-CS 14 March 1969

..~ 1. NAME OR IDENTITY AND/OR TYPE OF OPERATION: Reconnaissance in force, Company

» A, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry.

) 2. DATES OF OFERATION: 2 March 1969, through 4 March 1969.

3. LOCATION: PIEI TRAP, KONTUM Province (YAB03879). Map 1:50,000 sheet 6537 IV,

geries L701L,

-

b CONTROL GR COMMAND WEADQUARTERS: 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry,
. BEPRTING OFFICER: VIC Pennel J, Hickey. '

2
6. TASK ORGANIZATION: Company A, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry.
7. SUPPORTING FORCES: |

‘a. Band C Btry, 6/29 Arty (105) DS.
b. C Btry, 1/92 Arty (155) ¢S,
¢. A Troop 7/17 Cav.

T d. 52d Aviation Bn.

e. Tth US Air Force.

i . 8. INTELLIGENCE:

a. The 66th NVA Regiment was known to be in the genéral area of contact,
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Several intelligence reports and heavy Snoopy readings were plotted approximately
f:.ve k:.lometers to the south of the gconsact. .

b. After the battalion seized the ridgeline east of the con'bact documentu ST

confirmed the presence of the K-25 Sapper Battalion’ a.nd K-8 Ini'arrbrv Battalion
of the é6th Regiment,

c. The terrain in the area of contact (see sketch, Incl #1) was a morth-south
ridgeline extending eamt-west with fingers, and steep slopes on either side, The
area was vegetated by triple—cancpy jungle. Fields of Observation were limited
- to 25-30 meters. The weather was clear with afterncon temperatures in the 80'8.
At dusk visibility for aircraft was impaired by a hare of smoke and dust.

9. MISSION: The 3d Battal:.on, 8th Infantry bad the missicn of conducting combat.
assaults into the scuthern portion of the 1st Brigade area of operations, and |
conducting reconnaiesance in force and ambush operations along main enemy
infiltration routes and in kmown or suspscted baae areas.

10. CONCEPT OF OPERATION'

a, The 3d Ba.tta,‘licm, 8th Ini'antry was directed to conduet combat a.asaulta
with three companies to YAT784879 and conduct recon.uaisaance in forca operat:.ona
in respective areas of operation. o

b, Cotpany & was to combat assault to YA78&879-following' Company D, and
conduct reconnaissance in force in the northern sector of the Battalion AO,

c. Company B was to combat assault to YA78L4879 following Company A and
conduct reconnalssance in force in the southern sector of the Batta.lip_n A0,

d. Company C was to gecurs FB Pauze a.nd the Bn.ttalion CP L
e. Company D was to combat a.ssa.u...t to YAT8LE79 and. canduct a rmmai-sance .
in force in the center of the Battalion AQ, .

f. The Recomnaissanoce Platoon wes to conduct a reconnaissanés in i'oroe south
of IA825895

" 11. EXECUTION:

a, On 2 March at 10)9H Compeny A combat assanlted ﬁ'om POLEI IC[.ENG to -
YA784,879, The assault was made without incident and tlie dampany began a
reconnaissance in force aweep to the north east. A night loca‘bion was esta‘bhahed
at IA793879.

b. On 3 March Company A was scheduled to continue the réeconnaissance in- fo*
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to YA81288) where they were to establish a night location., At 1200H the Company
lagered for the noon msal and then contimued up the finger toward the crest

of a north-south ridgeline, An eight-man ambush force was left for rear cover,
At approximately 1530H the Compsny reached wh:t they believed to be their.night
location, Actually they wers at YAB04878. Ceptain Isom;, the Company Commander,.
who was new to VIETNAM, a.,swm.ng comand on 12 February, established a company
perimeter, assigning the 33 Platcon the sactor covering the portion of the trail
Yeading up the finger of 't‘he ridgeline, lieutenant Williams, the platoon leader,
dispatched a two-man team to racesnoiter the trail running up the ridgeline.

The team surprised a NVA scidier who rzn up the ¥ill. The two soldiers returned.
to the perimeter and reported the information to Lieutenant Williams, Lieutenant
Williams conveyed the information to Captain Isam, Iieuhenant Flannigsn, the’
forward observer with the Company, recommended that the area be prepared with
artillery before the Campary invactizated. Captain Isom elected to investigate
innnedia...ely, a~ dispatehed the 2?1 Platoon. ILicutenant Williams halted them in
a clearing irmediately bshind a log across the trail. He Bad the squads set up
a perimeter and moved on up the trail with three other men., They found an NVA OP
with a cookdng pot in it and continued a short distance up the trail, Suddenly,
the point man saw a NVA soldier rise from behind a bush, The point man engaged
and killed the NVA. Lieutenant Williams observed thraa other NVA and fired at
them, A machine gun positioned behind acme lcgs opened up and was silenced with
three mand grenadea, The element withdrew beck to the ‘platoon location, ‘
Lieutenant Williams called Ceptein Iscm and reported that he wae in contact

with a platoon or company of NVA. The enemy started firing at the platoon fram
the front and gradually encroachsed on the eidss. Scme of the NVA were wearing
fatignea, others shorts or black pajemas. The Weapons sguad located behind the
log returned fire, as did the rest of the plataon,

¢. Captain Isoam, when he received word thet the platoon was in contact,
reported the contact to the 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry CP at 1621H, Electing
to reinforce Lieutenant Williams, Captain Iscm left one squad from each platoon
in the night location and proceeded up the trail, The Company was in a file -
with the Headquarters element leading, followed by the 24, 4th, and lst Platoona.
The last two platoons received aniper fire from the left as they moved north-east
up the finger., Captain Yaem and the Readguarters slement were able to join
Tieutenant Williams behind the log, but the rest of the company had to take
shelter at the rear or behind the 34 Platcon poaition. Lieutenant Griffith,
the 2d Platoon leader, was killed shortly after reaching the 3d Platoon positions,

" The NVA forces pinned down the Company with machine gun fire from the front.

Mearmwhile, NVA soldiers elimbed trees to the flanks and started shooting down at
the US soldiers, The Company commenced taking caszalties, and at 1635H, Captain
Isom reparted to the 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry CP that he was in contact with s
battalion-size force and was receiving casualtles. A short time Jater the RTO
was wounded, and Captain Isem, going to his ald, was ¥illed, This left Iieutenant
Willd ams and ILieutenant Flannigan, the FO, as the only aurviving officers. The
troops holding the left side of the -parimerter wara ¢ither dead or wounded, and
the entire 3d Platoon Weapons Squad had been killed, Iieutenant Williams ga*{e
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