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Name of Operation: Operation Wayne Grey
Date of Operation. 1 march 1969 - 14 April 1969
Location: Plei Trap, Kontum Province, RVN.
Command and Control Headquarters: Headquarters, 18! Brigade, 4t Infantry Division
Reporting Officer: COL Haie H. Knight
Commanding Officer
18t Brigade, 41 Infantry Division
Task Organization: Annex A.
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4l Ayn Battalion
52"d Combat Aviation Battalion

7-17th Cavalry ()
DM-10 Cavalry

8. Intelligence:

a. Intelligence indicated the 66t NVA Regiment and the 24t NVA Regiment with supporting

artillery elements from the 40t Artillery Regiment along with sapper units were staging for
attacks against Kontum City, Polei Kleng Special Forces Camp, fire support bases west of
Polei Kleng and probable interdiction of the LOC's from Pleiku north to Kontum, Dak to and

west from Kontum to Polei Kleng.

b. The 66" NVA Regiment moved north in late January and February, skirting the contacts

between the 241" NVA Regiment and FWMAF in the Chu Pa Mountain area (YA9568). In
late February, captured "Red" Documents, POW Interrogation Reports, and aerial
reconnaissance of the Polei Kleng area and firebases west of Polei Kleng, indicating plans
for offensive operations in the area. The K25 Engineer Battalion was identified in

documents directing coordination with the 40M Artillery Regiment for construction of a road
from Plei Moi (YA8493). The enemy's efforts to construct roads deep into the mountain
range east of the Plei Trap, continued improvement of trails and roads from the Cambodian
Border into the Chu Mom Ray area and signs of vehicular traffic in the northern Plei Trap
and to the east indicating heavy supply activity and probable use of artillery or even tanks in

the planned attacks.
¢. Suspected enemy strengths and probable locations were:
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Unit Strength Location

66 NVA REGT 1275 VIC YA 8182

HQ & Support Units 550

7" BN 240

gt BN 250

oth BN 235

40" NVA REGT UNK Tri Border Area

K25 Engr BN/B3 Front 250 YA 8493

H67 Dispensary UNK YA 8381

d. Enemy Forces Encountered. When a 3-12th Infantry combat assaulted into key terrain

2.

(YA8396) to secure 1Z Swinger as a firebase to support the assaults of the 3-12! and 1-g!"
Infantry Battalions, the company was in immediate contact with NVA in bunkers. Fighting to
secure the base, they killed 30 NVA and captured an NVA WIA, a 12.7 AAMG, LMGs, other
small arms, and antihelicopter mines. The enemy element was apparently prepared to
ambush a helicopter assault on the abandoned firebase. Documents taken from the KIA
and statements from the POW identified the unit as the K25B Engineer/Sapper Bn. The AA
MG also indicated at least a small supporting artillery element.

1-8M Inf Area of Operations: On 2 March, Af7-17 Cav, screening the combat assault of 1-

8t inf swept the area capturing the two Russian two ton trucks and 61 rounds of Chicom
105 Howitzer ammunition. One of the trucks and ammunition were evacuated. On 5 March,
at YB819019, an ambush killed 4 NVA and captured one NVA who later died of wounds.
The POW and documents captured identified the personnel as a recon element of the C-10

Co, K9 Bn, 66t" NVA Regt and that the element was performing a route and position
reconnaissance from the northern Plei Trap to the east of Chu Mom Ray (Hill 1773) and
south toward Polei Kleng Special Forces Camp. As action continued in the area south of FB
20, LZ Swinger received incoming 105-mm artillery fire with suspected enemy locations to
the NW near the location of the captured vehicles. Subsequent search of the area by the Air
Cav, Cider RACs, and ground elements resulting in destruction of six additional trucks and
the capture of two 105mm howitzers at YB779028 on 7 March. The howitzers were old US

weapons used by the enemy. Significant ground contacts were made by A and cr1-gth
infantry on 12 March, vicinity YB8500. Small element contacts continued throughout the

month of March, with no new unit identifications made. In the 1-8M Inf area of operations,
ground contacts, the 7-17 Air Cav, airstrikes and artillery fires resulted in 125 confirmed NVA
KIA and 2 POWSs. In fate March, prior to evacuation of FSB 20 and TF A loc (YB804034),
the positions received heavy 105 mm fire for several days from locations near the
Cambodian Border vicinity YB724061. Artillery and airstrikes destroyed one o the weapons
and possibly destroyed 2 or 3 additional weapons. On 27 March, at YB830992, C/7-17 av
observed what appeared to be a camouflaged vehicle park. The ARP was inserted and
checked the area finding 3 rounds and 60 expended shell casings of 85 mm assault gun
ammunition. The 3 rounds were evacuated.

3-8 Infantry Area of Operations: A, C, and D Companies of the 3-8 Inf combat assaulited into
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